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VI PREFACE. 

the bitterness of which is known only to hearts 
which have felt it ; and it is humbly offered to Him 
who is at once the Monitor and the Comforter, 
with a fervent prayer that He would employ it as 
a vehicle for communicating His instructions and 
consolations to such mourners, and thus make it 
indeed " good and comfortable words." 

The Author embraces this opportunity of recom- 
mending to bereaved parents the perusal of such 
of the following compositions as may be within 
their reach : — riavel's Toheii for Mourners — 
Bury's Death Improved, and Immoderate Sorroiv 
Reproved — Grosvenor's Mourne)* — Harris's Conso- 
lations on the Death of Infants — Grove's Mourn- 
ing Parent — ^Doddridge On Submission to Divine 
Providence in the Death of Children — Charters' 
Eachel Weeping for hei' Childi^en — Cecil's Visit 
to the Home of Mourning — Lawson's Reflections 
on the Death of a Daughter — Belfrage On the 
Death of Children — Thomson's Consolations for 
Christian Mourners — Russell's Infant Salvation 
— and SomeiTiUe's Good Shepherd's Care of the 
Lambs of the Flock. 



PREFACE. Vll 

Having found these writings soothing, and, he 
trusts, profitable to himself in the season of trial, 
he is desirous that others who equally need 
should receive the support and comfort they are 
so well fitted to yield. In giving this recom- 
mendation, he feels as if he were conferring on 
his fellow-suflferers a favour ; and he is sure that he 
could not testify his gratitude to the authors of 
these excellent works, most of them long since gone 
to their reward, in a more appropriate way, than 
by endeavouring thus to extend their usefulness. 



J. B. 



Edisibubgh, 10, Gatfibld Sqcarb, 
Augutt 1846. 



" FAREWELL, THOU CHILD OP MY RIGHT HAND: — MY JOY 



Firs TEABS THOU WERT LENT TO ME.'' 



JO'SON. 



ADVERTISEMENT TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



In giving this little book, carefully revised and 
somewhat enlarged, a third time to the world, I 
have to express my devout gratitude for every 
instance in which "the Comforter," "the good 
Spirit," has made it useful in ministering to the 
consolation of bereaved Christian parents. 

The enlargement which it has received is chiefly 
owing to the insertion in the Appendix, of two 
gems. The Mothers Lament, by James Mont- 
gomery, and A Letter on the Death of an Infant, 
with which the author of The Eclipse of Faith 
has kindly allowed me to enrich my little volume : 
the improvement — to the supply of such defi- 
ciencies, and the correction of such faults as a 
rigid revisal has discovered. 



X ADVERTISEMENT TO THIRD EDITION. 

It is my earnest prayer that the continued and 
enlarged blessing of the Holy Spirit, who "breatheth 
where he listeth," yet is " given to those who ask 
Him," may be vouchsafed to this edition, thus 
enlarged and improved, — Sk prayer in which I am 
sure of being joined by all to whom He has made 
these words to be " spirit and life." 

" But all is in His hand whose praise I seek : 
Whose frotrn can diisappoint the proudest strain, 
Whose approbation prosper even mine." 

CowFBE, Task, V£f. 

J. B. 

AsTHUB LoDGB, Jutie 1858. 
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INTEODUCTION. 
« Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in a Divine 

Ormd*. 

Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping ; Rachel 
weeping for her children, refused to be comforted 
for her children, because they were not. Thus 
saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice from weeping, 
and thine eyes from tears : for thy work shall be 
rewarded, saith the Lord ; and they shall come 
again from the land of the enemy. And there is 
hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children 
shall come again to their own border."^ These 
striking words bring before the mind two scenes of 
deep and painful interest : the captivity of Judah, 
and the massacre at Bethlehem. 

1 Jer. xxx!. 15-17. 
A 
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In Rference " I wOl Temove Judah out of my sight," said 
tiTityof Jehovah, righteously displeased at the obstinate 
perverseness of his chosen people, "as I have 
removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusa- 
lem, which I have chosen, and the house of which 
I said, My name shall be there." " The Lord is 
not slack " concerning such declarations, " as some 
men coimt slackness." No. " He is not a man 
that he should lie, nor the son of man that he 
should repent." But " he is long-suffering, not 
willing that any should perish, but willing that all 
should come to repentance." In accordance with 
his character as " the Lord God, long-suffering and 
abundant in goodness," He even after this declara- 
tion, sent to the doomed people " by the hand of 
his messengers, rising up betimes and sending, be- 
cause he had compassion on his people, and on his 
dwelling-place : but they mocked the messengers 
of God, and despised his words, and misused his 
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord came against 
his people, and there was no remedy." 

And now came the " days of vengeance." " He 
brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, and 
delivered them all into his hand." " The heathen 
have come into the inheritance of the Lord, they 
have entered into his sanctuary, they have defiled 
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his temple, they have cast fire into the holy place," 
and levelled with the ground that house so << ex- 
ceedingly magnifical, of fame and of glory through- 
out all countries." Jerusalem, " beautiful for situa- 
tion, the joy of the whole land," as " a city builded 
compactly together," is become a heap of smoking, 
ensanguined rubbish. The dead bodies of Jeho- 
vah's servants have the cruel spoilers " given to be 
meat to the fowls of heaven, the flesh of his saints 
to the beasts of the earth." " Their blood have 
they shed like water round about Jerusalem, and 
there is none to bury them." " The young men 
they have slain with the sword, and they have had 
no compassion upon young man or maiden, nor on 
him that stooped for age." " The holy cities have 
become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation ; their 
holy and their beautiful house where their fsithers 
praised Jehovah has been burnt with fire, and all 
their pleasant things are laid waste." << Their 
kings, and their princes, and their mighty men of 
valour have been carried into captivity." They 
are sitting by the rivers of Babylon, weeping while 
they think upon Zion ; and none remain save the 
poorest of the inhabitants, the miserable tenants of 
their depopulated and desolate fatherland. " Judah 
has gone into captivity, she dwelleth among the 
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heathen. The ways of Zion mourn ; none come 
to the solemn feasts ; all her gates mourn. Her 
mountain is desolate. Foxes walk on it :" and 
the surrounding territory is one wide-spread scene 
of devastation. 

To this state of things the text is a fine dra- 
matic allusion. To the highly poetic mind of 
Jeremiah, warmed to enthusiasm by the impulse 
of the inspiring Spirit, Kachel,— the mother of 
Ephraim, the chief of the ten tribes formerly led 
captive to Assyria, and of Benjamin, one of the 
two tribes now led captive to Babylon, — whose 
tomb, near Ephrath, was in the midst of the scene 
of this sad catastrophe, appears as if roused from 
her sleep in the dust of more than a thousand 
years, by the weeping of the captives, as they were 
driven from a land dearer to them than any country 
can be to a Crentile patriot. He seems to see her 
indistinct form, and to hear her unearthly wail- 
ings : " She weepeth sore in the night, and her 
tears are on her cheek." All her children seem 
now Benonis, sons of her sorrow. She "weeps 
not for the dead, neither does she bemoan themy 
but she weeps sore for those who have gone away, 
to return no more to their own country." "A 
voice," exclaims the rapt seer, "A voice was 
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heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping ; 
Bachel weeping for her children, refused to be 
comforted for her children, because they were not" 
A more exquisite picture, a more touching descrip- 
tion, is not to be found in the whole compass of 
poetry, sacred or profane. 

This is the first scene which the words of the 
text bring before our mind ; and the second is like 
unto it — assuredly not less deeply affecting. 

Six centuries have run their course since the Appued to 

the Mnwtjn 

events which we have just described. Jerusalem of Beuiiehem. 
has long been rebuilt, and Judah inhabited. The 
city, according to the promise, after seventy years' 
desolation, was restored, and her wall rebuilt in 
troublous times. << Jerusalem was inhabited in 
her own place, and old men and old women dwelt 
in her streets, and the city was full of boys and 
girls playing in the streets thereof." That won- 
derful city, which has witnessed, and which is yet 
to witness, so many strange events, after having 
passed through various vicissitudes, was now the 
peaceful capital of a tributary kingdom, — an Edo- 
mite, the vassal of all-engrossing, all-conquering 
Rome, sitting on the throne of David and Solo- 
mon. 

The whole of the inhabitants of the metropolis 

A 2 
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of Judea, and most of all, their prince, were thrown 
into alarm by the arrival of certain mysterious 
strangers from the distant East, making inquiries 
after an infant king of the Jews, whose nativity 
had been announced to them in their own land by 
a Divine communication, accompanied with the 
appearance of a new star in the heavens. (Matt 
ii 1-18.) Herod the usurper trembled for the 
security of his throne, concluding that this infant 
king must be the Messiah, to whom the hopes of 
the Jews had been so long and so eagerly directed. 
Having summoned a meeting of the chief priests 
and scribes, and ascertained from them that Beth- 
lehem, the city of David, was the predicted place 
of the nativity of his illustrious descendant, he 
sent the eastern sages to that town to make inquiry 
for the so signally heralded young prince, requir- 
ing them, should they succeed in their search, to 
return forthwith to him, that he, as the tempo- 
rary occupant of David's throne, might hasten to 
do homage to its rightful owner. Led to a cottage 
in Bethlehem by the miraculous star, which to 
their great joy reappeared, they found in an infant, 
in the family of a carpenter in very humble cir- 
cumstances, the illustrious prince they had come so 
far to see and to worship ; and after having pre- 
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sented him with their costly ofiferings, <' being 
warned of Grod in a dream that they should not 
return to Jerusalem, they departed into their own 
country another way." 

The crafty unscrupulous Edomitish king of 
Judea, who had concealed his determination to 
murder the infant Messiah, under the pretext of a 
wish to do him honour, was exasperated when his 
deep-laid plot seemed thus to be frustrated. Stupi- 
fied by ambition, he resolved to persist, at whatever 
expense, in his mad attempt to cancel what he 
seems to have known to be the decree of Heaven : 
"For," as Jeremy Taylor says, "if he did not 
believe the prophecies, why was he troubled ; and 
if he did believe them, how could he think that he 
could hinder that event which Grod himself had 
foretold would certainly come to pass?" With 
the maUgnant jealousy and unshrinking viUany 
which formed so prominent features in his cha- 
racter, as depicted in history,^ Herod — though at 
the expense of revolting public feeling, and draw- 
ing on himself universal odium — determined, by 
the most obvious injustice and the most shocking 
cruelty, to secure the death of the new-bom king ; 

1 Macrob. Satumal. ii 4. Jot. Antiq. xv. 3 ; xvL 11 ; xvii. 6 ; 
BeL Jud. i. 27. 
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and accordingly issued an order for the immediate 
slaughter of all the male in&nts in Bethlehem, 
who had been bom subsequent to the time at 
which he had discovered from the Magi, that the 
natal star had appeared.^ 

What a day in Bethlehem must that have been, 
when the executioners of this murderous edict 
appeared in its peaceful streets, and carried it into 
effect, immoved by the weeping eyes and pity- 
bagging looks of the mothers, or by the curses 
deep, if not loud, of the horrified spectators ! From 

1 The following lines of an old ecdenastic hymn are worth 

quoting : — 

" Cuoae ledmidanft sanguine. 

Bed in Deum firustra fluit : 

Unum petit tot mortibiis 

Mortes tot unus efiFugit. 

Hatres querelis parcite : 

Quid rapta fletis pignora ? 

Agnum salutis obsidein 

Densa sequuntor nomine." 

They are thus rendered by Chandler in his Hjfmns <if the Primitivt 
Church (London, 1837) :— 

" The cradles flow with infant blood. 
But God his fUry hath withstood ; 
The Lord alone he sought to slay, 
The Lord alone escaped away. 
Ye mothers, let no tears be shed. 
Yea, weep not thou^ your babes be dead. 
For now they stand before the throne, 
And Jesus counts them as his own." 

" The old is better." 
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the size of Bethlehem, which was " but little among 
the thousands of Judah," the number of infants 
who fell victims to this most atrocious decree, 
could not be very great, yet the monstrous iiyus- 
tice and barbarous cruelty of the transaction must 
have made a deep impression. How piercing the 
shrieks, how deep the anguish, of the bereaved 
mothers — ^how widely extended the murmurings of 
indignation and the moanings of sympathy ! 

While narrating this sad story, the beautiful 
oracle before us was recalled, by the Spirit who 
inspired it, to the mind of the Evangelist, and he 
found in the dismal events he had just recorded, a 
verification — if not, in the strict sense of the word, 
an accomplishment — of the Prophet's prediction. 
The words of the oracle are as applicable as if 
intended to describe them alone. KacheFs mater- 
nal instincts are again, as it were, roused, by the 
outrage done her, even in the grave where she had 
slept for so many ages. 

" Eren in her ashes liye her wonted fires,"— Qeay. 

The shrieks of the slaughtered innocents, and the 
loud weeping of the bereaved mothers, have, as it 
were, broken the repose of the tomb, and again, 
after a lapse of six hundred years, her voice is 



Apiaiedhli 
tottwOMi- 



derived •€ 
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heard during the dieaiy night, uttering a wail 
deeper and more plaintive and more piercing than 
that which mourned the Babylonian captives. << A 
voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 
weeping ; Rachel weeping for her children, retoied 
to be comforted for her children, because they 
were not" 

From the manner in which the evangelical 
historian accommodates to the Bethlehemitish 
massacre, the oracle originally, without doubt, re- 
ferring to the Babylonian captivity, we are taught 
that though, in erpoHnding Scripture, we cannot 
be too careful in keeping strictly to the proper 
meaning and the original reference of the inspired 
declaration, we are yet warranted, in the way of 
illustration, to apply the words of the Holy Ghost 
to events which they naturally describe, though dif- 
ferent from — altogether unconnected with — ^those 
to which they primarily refer. The words before 
us were no prediction, but they are a very striking 
poetical account of the massacre of the innocents. 

On this principle, clearly sanctioned by the 
usage of the New Testament writers in many in- 
stances, I conceive that I am not using an undue 
freedom with the Divine word, when, following in 
the track of some very excellent men, I take 
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occasion from these words to discourse for a little 
on a subject, in which I believe not a few in 
this audience, as well as myself, have at present a 
peculiar interest : — The view which these words 
naturally lead us to take of the death of children 
— ^the consolations provided for those who are 
visited with this auction — ^and the eflfect which 
the consideration of these consolations ought to 
have on those to whom they are addressed. These 
are the three topics on which I intend, in the re- 
maining part of the discourse, to fix your atten- 
tion. 
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"ChUdwn." 



PART I. 

THE DEATH OP INFANT CHILDREN THE CAUSE OP 

DEEP SORROW. 

Limited As the word " children " is a term often used 

■ente of 

«»e^t«m as expressive of relation, without reference to age, 
"'^'" " " I think it proper to remark, in the commencement, 
that my observations will refer solely, either to 
infants properly so called, whose intellectual and 
moral capacities are so undeveloped, as that they 
may be described as " knowing neither good nor 
evil," or to those who, though they have outlived 
infancy in this sense of the term, aie still " little 
children," and on whose minds, so far as their 
faculties admit, the revelation of the Divine char- 
acter in the gospel of Christ, seems to have pro- 
duced its appropriate effects in a measure and form 
suited to their age and circumstances. 

The prophetical oracle under consideration pro- 
ceeds on two facts respecting those children who 
come into this world but to leave it — to look about 
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them, and die ; over whom << death reigns, though 
they have not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression. " It brings before our minds these 
two truths : that little children die ; and that 
their death is a source of severe afiOiction to those 
who are bereaved of them. RacheFs children 
" are not," and there is a " voice heard of weeping, 
lamentation, and mourning ; Rachel weeps for her 
children, and refuses to be comforted." Let us 
look at these statements in their order. 

Little children die. A very large proportion of i.Thai>Mth 

ofLittte 

the human race die in infancy or early childhood, chiwrw. 
Death is far more frequent among the very young, 
than among the very old. Lideed, so many die 
young, and in middle life, that there are compara- 
tively few very old to die. With regard to the 
greater number of human beings, the beautiful 
figurative descriptions of the brevity of life are in 
no degree exaggerations. " Man who is bom of a 
woman is of few days : he cometh forth as a flower 
and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continues not. They are like grass that groweth 
up : in the morning it flourisheth and groweth 
up ; in the evening it is cut down and withered. 
As for man, his days are as grass, as a flower of 

B 



14 COMFORTABLE WORDS FOR 

the field, so he flourisheth ; for the wind passeth 
over it and it is gone, and the place thereof shall 
know it no more. Man is like to vanity ; his days 
are as a shadow that passeth away. He withers in 
all the leaves of his spring. As the flower of the 
grass he passeth away ; for the sun is no sooner 
risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the 
grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace 
of the fashion of it perisheth. What is our life 1 
it is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, 
and vanisheth away." 
The Death Thc dcath of little children, especially infants, 
chiMren, who havc never sinned, who indeed had not the 
""-^ capacity of sinning, not knowing good from evil, 
is, viewed by itself, a very mysterious dispensation. 
That death should be "the wages of sin," is a maxim 
which approves itself to the principles of our moral 
nature. It seems perfectly reasonable, unques- 
tionably right. He who violates the holy, just, 
and good law of God, deserves to be punished ; 
and, revolting as death is to nature, it does not 
appear by any means too severe a penalty for so 
great an offience. But it does seem strange that 
those who never sinned, who never could sin, 
should nevertheless die. The consciously guilty 
parent, when he sees his infant children faUing 
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under the stroke of disease and death, may well 
adopt the language of David — " Lo, I have sinned, 
and I have done wickedly ; but these lambs, what 
have they donel" 

The account which Scripture gives us of this Tb.T>«ah 
seemingly unaccountable part of the Divine moral chudrea 
administration is, that death taken by itself — for. 
mere death — ^is not the punishment of personal 
transgression to mankind generally. It is the 
penalty of the violation of the original constitu- 
tion under which man was placed, — the manifest- 
ation of the displeasure of God at the first sin of 
the first man ; and in this light, next to the 
atoning agonies of the Incarnate Son, and to the 
hopeless miseries of the irreclaimably wicked, it is 
the strongest demonstration of the evil of sin 
which the history of the universe affords. " By 
one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin, and so death passed upon all men." All men 
die because one man sinned, — that one man the 
federal representative, as well as the natural 
parent, of the whole race. This is the apostle's 
argument (Rom. v. 12-14) : < During the Mosaic 
law all died. But was not their death the execu- 
tion of the penalty of that law ? No : ite penalty 
was not death simply, but violent death. Besides, 
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that law could not act where it did not exist; 
" Where there is no law there can be no transgres- 
sion" of that law, and of course no execution of 
its penalty. But men died as universally before 
the Mosaic law as under it ; aiid it might have 
been supposed that death was the penalty of natu- 
ral law, under which they were placed (for no 
rational being can be without law to God), had it 
not been, that they who could not violate that law 
died, as well as those who had violated it : " Death 
reigned even over those who had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression." Infants 
die who never did, never could, sin. The true 
cause of death in them is the true cause of death 
in all. " By man, — by one man, comes death." 
« In Adam aU die." ' 
"Theyaw Thc words iu our text, originally descriptive of 
Meaning Of roffioval by exile to a foreign country, which is a 
kind of civil death, and applied by the Evangelist 
Matthew to the death of the murdered innocents, 
are very applicable to the death of little children 
generally : " They are not." The phrase is not 
uncommon in Scripture, and equivalent expressions 
denoting death are to be found in all languages.^ 
" Thine eyes are upon me," says Job, " and I am 

1 Ecolas. XTii 25. Earip. Ale. ; Fhilo de Jot, 
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not.'* Thou hast but to look on me; and I dis- 
appear. " Joseph is not," says Jacob. " O spare 
me," says David, " that I may recover strength 
before I go hence, and be no more." 

When it is said of our children who are dead, »•* «"»•- 

hilation. 

that " they are not," we are by no means to infer 
from the phrase that they have ceased, or will 
soon cease, to have any existence. The evil heart 
of unbelief is apt enough to avail itself of appear- 
ances, to force in on us this disheartening abhorred 
conclusion, when we see the dear object of our 
fondest affections — so lately warm with life, bloom- 
ing with health, active, vigorous, lovely — stretched 
out in a coffin, the beaming eye expressionless, the 
active limbs motionless; and notice indications that 
cannot be misunderstood, that yet a very little 
while, and that which has died and given up the 
ghost shall waste away, and in vain we shall 
inquire. Where is t^ / 

But there is no annihilation among the works 
of God. The body, now nothing but a piece of 
matter, must submit to the great laws of the 
material creation, but not a particle of it shall 
cease to exist. And as to the inmiaterial animat- 
ing principle, that too continues to exist, and ever 
shall exist, according to the laws of the spiritual 

B 2 
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world. To him who has seen a lovely child very 
near dissolution, with an eye sparkling with intel- 
ligence, and a heart fiill to an overflow of kind 
affection, it seems a most unnatural thing to iden- 
tify ceasing to live with ceasing to breathe. To 
deny that the body exists, because the soul has 
been separated from it, seems not more absurd 
than to insist that the soul is no more, because 
the body is separated from it. Our dead children 
still are. Their bodies are in the grave, their 
spirits are in the region of disembodied souls. 
" They who are fallen asleep" ^ — that is the Chris- 
tian style of speech respecting the Christian dead— 
" They who are fallen asleep are " not " perished." 
Change of But though our dcad children still are, they 
Being, and « are uot " whcU they were, they " are not " where 
they were. Though their existence be not extin- 
guished, the mode of their existence is changed. 
They are not what they were. They were ani- 



1 The ancient Greeks finely applied to their borial-grounda a name 
Bigi^ying the sleeping-place, rb KOifirjTTJpiop. It is to be regretted 
that there is no corresponding word in our mother-tongue. We haTo, 
to be sure, incorpoii^ted the term " cemetery," but it continues foreign, 
unsuggestire, and untouching. The French infidels — worse than hea- 
thens — about the time of their first revolution, busied themselves 
writing on the gates of their churchyards, " The place of eternal sleep." 
Happily, one part of so revolting an inscription contradicted and neu- 
tralised another. Sleep implies awaking. 



BEBEAVED CHRISTIAN PARENTS. 19 

mated bodies, embodied spirits ; now their bodies 
are lifeless, and their souls unconnected with mat- 
ter, " like the angels of God." They are not 
whei'e they were. Their bodies, which were never 
they, are not with us, in our house, at our table, 
but are in the lonely mansion of the grave : their 
spirits (which were and are themselves, and to 
which the body was but an appendage — something 
of which they were possessed) — their spirits are 
not, at any rate sensibly, with us, though they 
may be nearer us than we are aware of; the rela- 
tion of time and space to spirits, and the relation 
of the seen to the unseen world, being involved in 
a cloud of mystery. In momentary forgetfulness 
of the event which has happened, we are apt 
enough to seek them in their former haunts ; but 
they are not there ; we seek them, but we cannot 
find them. We can no longer hold intercourse 
with them. They are " separated from us by 
more than land and sea." They " have no more 
a portion for ever in anything done under the 
sun." 

But though to us and to all mortals they " are 
not ; " to God, and angels, and the spirits of the 
just made perfect, they are. To us they are 
dead ; but they live to them, and what appears 
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to nature to be the extinction of being, is seen by. 
faith to be but the entrance through the dark 
portals of death into the temple of eternal life. 
But these gates open only inward, and till we our- 
selves find admission, it is natural for us to think 
and speak of them who have entered, rather in 
reference to what they were than what they are ; 
and therefore we think, and feel, and speak of 
them as if they now were not, though in truth 
they are now in a higher sense than ever. Otjar 
life is but as death compared with theirs. 

«.Thesor. Thc sccoud thought suggested to us by the 



eionedby words bofore us, in reference to the death of little 
oflnfait children, is, that it is a source of severe affliction 
to those who are bereaved of them. There is a 
voice heard of weeping, lamentation, and mourn- 
ing ; Eachel weeps for her children, and will not 
be comforted, because they are not. 
cauiM of It has been remarked that " it requires neither 
to to?S«- a profound knowledge of the principles of the 
orHuniia coustitutiou of mau, nor an extensive acquaint- 
ance with the facts of his history, to convince us 
that he is not intended, as he is not fitted, for 
a state of independence and solitude. He could 
scarcely live at all, most certainly he could not live 
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comfortably or usefully, without a variety of con- 
nexions with his fellow-men. He has wants that 
cajmot be suppUed, wishes that cannot be gratified, 
distresses that cannot be relieved, by his own in- 
dividual exertions. He is introduced into the 
world a social being, connected from the moment 
of his birth with the great family of mankind, 
through the medium of his parents, and possessed 
of the germs of those principles, imder the influence 
of which, as developed by the incidents of his 
future life, the sphere of his social connexions 
may be indefinitely extended, and the strength of 
particular relative ties indefinitely increased." 

<< It is one among a thousand of the strong 
arguments, furnished by the constitution of our 
nature, for the infinite benignity of * Him who 
made us,' that the social principle, carefiilly culti- 
vated and wisely directed, is the source of a variety 
of pleasures, as pure in their nature, as high in 
their degree, as permanent in their continuance, as 
any that flow from an earthly origin. Indeed, 
the affections that produce and spring out of the 
natural and acquired mutual relations of mankind, 
the endlessly varied connexions of neighbourhood, 
and acquaintanceship, and friendship, and consan- 
guinity, especially if regulated by prudence and 
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sanctified by piety, next to the religious affections 
— those principles which elevate and purify us by 
binding us close to God aaid eternity — are cer- 
tainly, of all the elements of our constitution, the 
most richly productive of tranquil enjoyment and 
lasting happiness." 

" In proportion to the happiness which grows 
out of these relations, must be the pain expe- 
rienced when they are dissolved. No aflBiiction to 
which man is liable in the present state, is more 
calculated to produce deep and lasting suffering 
than being bereaved of relations and friends. Our 
friends and relatives are our dearest possessions. 
They are the proper objects of a much higher kind 
of affection than any other species of property, 
and their loss is, of all others, the most irrepar- 
able. Wealth, honour, pleasure, may all depart 
and return again and again, but when bereaved of 
friends we are bereaved indeed. If we cannot 
forget what can never be repaired, we must go 
to the grave mourning." ^ 
The Pawn- Of all thc soclal and domestic affections, that of 
^tUt^T a parent to a child, is perhaps the strongest and 
IndTnw most tender. It is a wise and benevolent arrange- 
lityofthia ment which makes it so. It has been justly said, 

KOTTOW. 

1 Mourner's Friend. 
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" Without such a powerful attachment, the priva- 
tions, toils, and cares which the nurture of the 
infant requires, would never be submitted to ; but 
love renders all these easy and pleasant." When 
God would give us an emblem of His love to His 
own, He borrows it from the yearnings of a father's 
heart : He says, << He pitieth them as a father 
pitieth his children ;" and it is spoken of as some- 
thing absolutely monstrous that a woman should 
forget her sucking child, and cease to have com- 
passion for the son of her womb. " Grod binds 
parents to their children with a cord of love ; and 
it is a presumption that the heart is hard if it 
bleeds not when the cord is broken."^ 

The best men have deeply felt this species of 
sorrow. When Jacob heard of the death of Joseph, j^cob. 
" I shall," said he, " go down to the grave to my 
sou mourning;" and when he feared the loss of 
Benjamin, "If I am bereaved of my children, I 
AM bereaved." " Ephraim mourned for his chil- Ephrmim, 
dren many days." Who can forget, that ever 
heard it, David's anguished lament over his worth- paTid. 
less son 1 — " Absalom, my son Absalom, would 
God I had died for thee ; Absalom, my son, 
my son !" It was bitter sorrow that drew from 

1 Charters. 
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\ridowof the hospitable widow of Zarephath, with her dead 
son in her bosom, the expostulation, " What have 
I to do with thee, man of God? Art thou 
come unto me to call my sin to remembrance and 
to slay my son?" And who but a parent can 
understand how deeply the soul of the bereaved 

Bhunamite. Shunamitc was vexed within her, notwithstanding 
her saying, " It is well with the child," when she 
caught Elisha by the feet, and said, " Did I desire 
a son of my lord ? did I not say, Do not deceive 
me?" 

The Death Thc dcath even of very young children may 

Young occasion very deep sorrow. There is in infancy 

Children 

roajocca- aud childhood something peculiarly attractive, 
deepsor- Somc lufauts and children have a singular love- 
"''• liness about them, which caJls forth kindness from 
every human being who has a heart, with whom 
they even casually have intercourse; and to parents 
every infant and child is dear and lovely. Many 
a strong-minded man, as well as David the king 
of Israel, has with supplications and tears begged 
from " Him to whom belong the issues from death," 
the life of his infant. What a picture of paternal 
anxiety and tenderness ! " David besought €rod 
for the child, and David fasted, and went in and 
lay all night upon the earth ; and the elders of his 
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house arose and went to him to raise him up from 
the earth ; but he would not, neither did he eat 
bread with them." 

The cup of bitter sorrow of which bereaved Kiwnenu 

^ of Grief for 

parents drink, is composed of various ingredients, ""e Death 
There is the privation of pure and exquisite enjoy- cuiana. 
ment The amount of pleasurable feeling commu- (») ^^ 

tion of pare 

nicated to all rightly-constituted minds and hearts, ^^^jromt. 
and especially to the parental mind and heart, by 
familiar intercourse with little children, is very 
great. It is a very deep and dark cloud of sorrow 
on which their smile cannot shed a beam of glad- 
ness; and amid the cares and anxieties of life, 
their spontaneous endearments are a bahn of most 
soothing influence to the hurt mmd and heavy 
heart ; while to witness the dawn of reason, and 
the development of aflfection — ^to plant the seeds of 
truth, and to watch and train the tender thoughts 
as they bud and blossom, affords one of the highest 
intellectual and moral pleasures of which we are 
capable. All this is gone, gone for ever, and we 
feel for the moment more miserable than if we had 
never tasted delights so like those of paradise, so 
exquisite and so pure. 

Then there is the extinction of fondly-cherished («•) «««nc* 

" tion of Hope. 

hopes. " If they had lived, what might they have 

c 
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come -to? How pleasant and diverting might their 
childhood have been ? How hopeful their youth 1 
How useful their riper age?"^ The little beau- 
tiful shoots which have been torn up, might have 
grown and flourished, and become stately fruit- 
bearing trees. We hoped, and we thought we had 
grounds for our hope, that when we were gone, 
these children would, to society and the Church, 
more than supply our place. We hoped that they 
would cheer our path as it declined towards the 
grave. " In their afifectionate attentions," to use 
the words of another, " we expected a solace to 
our sorrows, a refuge from our fears. We hoped 
to die in their arms, live in their remembrance, 
and be honoured in their virtues." ^ But in the 
death of our children these hopes are blasted ; and 
if hope deferred maketh the heart sick, hope dis- 
appointed, utterly frustrated, makes the heart die 
within one. 

" Our hopes and our prospects are shaded. 
For the plants that inspired them have shed 
Their folitige, all green and unfaded, 

Ere the beauty of spring-time had tied."* 

The onward prospect of life is dark and dreary, 
bleak and comfortless : — the helplessness of age, 
without their arm to lean on — ^the solitude of 

1 Howe. s Belfrage. > Barton. 
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the sick-chamber imcheered by their presence, 
unbrightened by their smile — ^the parting pang 
unsoothed by their sympathy — ^the hands of com- 
parative strangers closing our eyes and laying us 
in the dust. Yes ; it is painful to mourn for those 
who, we had expected, should have mourned for 
us — to lay those in the grave by whom we ex- 
pected to be laid in the grave. ^ 

" What fond calculations," says Dr. Doddridge, ©r.Dod- 
smarting under the loss of a dear child — " what 
fond calculations do we form of what they will be 
from what they are ! How do we in thought 
open every blossom of sprightliness or humanity, 
or piety, to its full-spread, and ripen it to a sudden 
maturity ! But oh, who shall teach those who 



1 Oioero, in his beaatiftil tract " Ve Seneclute," represents Cato as 
lamenting that he had been obliged to perform for his son the funeral 
rites be might hare expected to receiye from him, — " Gatonem menm 
— ccUus a me corpus crematmn est ; quod contra decuit ab illo meum." 
" It is remarked by an ancient historian.* that in peace children bury 
their parents, in war parents bury Uieir children : nor is the difference 
smalL Children lament their parents sincerely, indeed, but with that 
moderate tranquil sorrow which it ie natural for those to feel who are 
conscious of retaining many tender ties, many animating prospects. 
Parents mourn for their children with the bitterness of despair ; the 
widowed mother loses, when she is depriyed of her children, everything 
but the capacity of suffering ; her heart, withered and desolate, che- 
rishes no other hope. It is Rachel weeping for children, and refusing 
to be comforted, because they are not." — Bobrbt Hall. 

* Herodotus, CHo, e. 87. 
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never felt it, how it tears the very soul when Grod 
roots up the tender plant with inexorable hand, 
and withers the bud in which the colours were 
beginning to glow ! Where is our hope ? In the 
cofl&n — ^in the grave." 
(8.) Aocom- The sorrow arising from the loss of what cannot 

. panying cir- 

curottances, be repaired or replaced, and from the extinguish- 
ment of fondly-cherished hope, is often greatly 
increased by the painful circumstances in which 
our little children are taken from us. The mothers 
of Bethlehem felt the truth of this remark in all 
its force ; but even where there is no external 
violence, the exanimating sickness, the laborious 
breathing, the anxious, anguished look of helpless, 
hopeless suffering, the convulsed form, the plain- 
tive wail — these, and similar accompaniments of 
the deathbed, take fast hold of the memory, and 
we weep for what they have suffered, as well as 
for what we ourselves suffer. 
(4.) RemorM. Aud fcw are the cases indeed in which there is 
not another and a very bitter ingredient in the 
cup of bereavement — ^the consciousness that we 
have not been all to, we have not done all for 
them, that we might and ought to have been and 
done ; and the conviction that, especially in refer- 
ence to their highest interests, we can do no more 
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for them for ever. Even those who have not been 
altogether careless in using appropriate means for 
promoting the happiness of their children, will find 
that an infusion of remorse, however small, greatly 
sharpens the bitterness of the draught of sorrow. 

Thus much for the illustration of the two 
thoughts, in reference to the death of children, 
which the text naturally suggests : Little children 
die ; and the death of little children occasions 
sorrow, deep sorrow, to those who are deprived of 
them. 

I conclude this part of the subject with a few 
words of exhortation to children and to parents. 

Little children, listen to me for a few moments. Ezhortatioi 

•r 'ii 1 1 • T T 1 ** Little 

I will speak as plamly as I can, and you must children. 
hear as attentively as you can. What I have to 
say deserves your attention. 

Little children, you must die. You may live 
to be old ; but it is far more likely that you will 
die while you are young. K you were infants, 
mere babies, it would be to no purpose to speak to 
you. You could not understand me ; and it would 
not be necessary for me to say to you what I am 
going to say, for I have a strong conviction that 
such little babies — though they do not, cannot 
know Him who says, "Suffer the little children 

2 
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to come unto me" — shall, when they die, all go to 
the Saviour, and be made happy with Him for 
ever, finding in Him all that they lost in Adam, 
and much more. 

But you to whom I speak have yourselves 
broken God's law — ^you have sinned, and deserve 
to be pimished. If you die without knowing 
Jesus and trusting in Him as your Saviour, and 
loving Him and seeking to serve Him by doing 
what He commands, you must be miserable — 
miserable for ever. Seek, then, to know Jesus. 
Listen to what your parents, what your teachers, 
what your ministers, say to you about Him. Be 
diligent in learning to read, that you may be able 
to read the Bible, which tells you of Him, and of 
the way of being saved by Him. That is the 
only way to be happy, if you live to be old. That 
is the only way to be happy, if you die when 
young. 

You must die — ^you may die soon, "very soon. 
You may be well just now, but ere to-morrow 
morning you may be dead. And when you die, 
what will become of you 1 You know your body 
must be laid in the grave ; but where will youi* 
soul, your never-dying soul, where will it be 1 It 
must be either in heaven or in hell. Ah, it must 
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be in hell, if you do not know Jesus, love Jesus, 
trust in Jesus, serve Jesus. 

My dear young friends, Jesus loves you — ^laid 
down His life to save you. Oh, will you not love 
Him, and show that you love Him by doing what 
He commands you ? If you grow up not knowing 
Him, nor loving Him, you will not, you cannot, be 
happy. If you know Him and love Him, you will, 
you must be, happy — ^far happier than if you had 
all the riches and pleasures and honours which 
this world can give you. 

Your parents love you, and because they love 
you, they wish you to love and trust and serve 
Jesus. Should you die young, they will be very 
sorry, they will mourn and weep for you ; but if 
they have reason to think that you knew and 
loved Jesus, tears of joy will mingle with their 
tears of sorrow, and they will rejoice in the hope 
of meeting you when they die, in our heavenly 
Father^s house above, and of standing side by 
side with you at the right hand of the Judge at 
the great day, and of spending eternity with you 
in heaven. 

Oh, as you would wish to be prepared for living 
or for dying, for bemg your parents' comfort in 
life, or for giving them comfort when you come to 
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ing; the untimely loss of a dear child is hard 
enough to bear, without the accompanying pangs 
of remorse and fear. 

Parents ! you would count yourselves worse 
than " the sea monsters," if, knowing what would 
certainly, or even probably, secure for your chil- 
dren a long, and healthy, and happy life, you did 
not endeavour to obtain it for them. If you are 
Christians, you know what is necessary, what is 
sufl&cient, to secure their happiness for ever ; and 
in possession of this knowledge, can you allow 
them to remain ignorant of it 1 can you be care- 
less in teaching them, as they are able to bear 
it, the way of life 1 can you restrain prayer 
to God for that Spirit of life and love and holi- 
ness and peace, which He has promised to all 
who ask Him, and whose influence alone can 
make your children wise and good and happy 
for ever 1 

Parents ! be in earnest about the salvation of 
your own souls. Till you are so, you never will — 
you never can — ^be in earnest about the salvation 
of the souls of your children ; and remember that, 
if through your ignorance, unbelief, and worldli- 
ness, indolence and carelessness, you not only lose 
your own souls, but the souls of your offspring, 
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their blood will be required at your hands ; and 
at the judgment-seat and through eternity you will 
be branded as the murderers of your own children. 
In following the course recommended, you have 
much to encourage you. No instrumentality seems 
to be so frequently blessed for the salvation of the 
soul, as the domestic instruction of little children. 
Oh, the happiness of the man who, when he is 
called to part with a dear child, does so in the well- 
grounded hope of meeting it in heaven ! Blessed, 
unspeakably blessed, will all be who shall stand in 
the day of judgment before the Son of man, each 
in his own lot, at the end of the days ; but pecu- 
liarly blessed, even among those blessed ones, will 
he be who shall stand attended there by those 
whom he was intrusted to nurse for God and for 
eternity, and shall be able to say, " Here am I, 
and the children, all the children, thou didst give 
me : we served thee together on earth for a sea- 
son, we hope to serve thee together in heaven 
through eternity — an unbroken family." What a 
pleasing retrospect — what a joyful prospect ! In 
the transport of that hour, in the eternity of hap- 
piness with his children, to which the sentence of 
that hour consigns them, his work is rewarded — 
he has received his wages. 
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If we parents would have this happiness " in 
that day," let us see to it that we ourselves be in 
Christ, that then we may " be found in him ; " 
and let us now " travail, as it were, in birth " till 
Christ be formed in our children the hope of 
glory. Let us and our houses serve the Lord; 
and around the family altar let this often be the 
expression of our common desire : 

" Oh, if it be thy holy will. 

We pray that, hand in hand. 
We all may travel many a hiU 

Of this the pilgrim's land ; 
With Zion'8 shining gate in view, 

Through every danger rise. 
And form a family anevr. 

Unbroken in the skiea"— Monvgombet. 
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PART II. 

CONSOLATIONS FOR THOSE BEREAVED OF LITTLE 

CHILDREN. 

I PROCEED now to turn your attention to the 
consolations provided for those that are mourning 
the loss of little children. 

One of the names by which God makes Himself 
known to us is, " The Qod who comforteth such 
as are cast down." The great purposes of His 
holy, righteous, and benignant moral government, 
in a state of things disordered by sin, render 
necessary the mfliction of suffering, even on those 
who are the objects of His peculiar love — ^those 
whom He hath " set apart for himself." He, in- 
deed, " causes grief," for all our afflictions come Appropruik 
forth from Him, " wonderful in counsel, excellent to^iSed rl 
in working ; " but << though he cause grief, he has aimcuon. 
compassion according to the multitude of his 
mercies;" and therefore " happy is the inayti whom 
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God correcteth," for if He " make sore," He also 
" bindeth up" — ^if He " wound," His hands " make 
whole." For all the afflictions, however severe 
and complicated and long-continued, with which He 
chastens His children, He furnishes in His word 
consolations and supports so appropriate and power- 
ful, that if dutifully improved under the promised 
influence of Him whose name is the Comforter, 
they will enable the sufferers not only to be 
patient, but even "joyful in all their tribula- 
tions." There is much in the passage before us 
calculated to heal the bereaved parent, broken in 
heart, and to bind up his wounds ; and, in endea- 
vouring to unfold the import of the heavenly con- 
solations suggested by it, I feel as if I were com- 
plying with the command, " Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people, saith our Gk>d." 

It is not my intention, in the following re- 
marks, strictly to confine myself to the illustra- 
tion of such consolations as are suggested by the 
words of the text. I mean to take this oppor- 
tunity of directing your attention to the principal 
sources of comfort opened in the Word of God to 
those who are suffering under the widely-extended, 
and frequently recurrinsr, affliction of the loss of 
children. 
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I shall, however, bring before your mind, in i. 
the first place, the consolatory considerations which 8««tediiy 

the Text. 

naturally rise out of the words before us. These 
are the four following : The work of the bereaved 
parents shall be rewarded ; — ^there is hope respect- 
ing the result of the dispensation so painful to 
them ; — ^their children shall return from the land 
of the enemy; — ^and they shall return to their 
own border. 

1. The toork of the bereaved parent shall he 
rewarded. 

The first consolatory reflection suggested by these i- ^^ 
words to the religious, bereaved parent (for though **^j*Ji„ 
we pity all bereaved parents, it is only to the reli- »»'»»•«»• 
gious, bereaved parent that we can administer effec- 
toal consolation), the first consolatory reflection to 
such a person is, that his work shall be rewarded. 

The work of the bereaved religious parent may 
be considered as twofold — ^the work in which he 
was engaged in reference to the child of whom he 
has been bereaved, and the work in which the 
bereavement has led him to engage. With regard 
to both, it may be said, his work shall be rewarded ; 
and the declaration, whether viewed in reference 
to the one or the other, is fitted to administer con- 
solation. 
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Every right-minded, right-hearted parent, must 
consider the education of his children, in all the 
extent of meaning belonging to that expression, 
as one of his most important duties. To have 
them formed to a character which wlU make them 
useM and happy in this world, and which will 
prepare them for the higher exercises and enjoy- 
ments of the eternal world, is an object which 
must appear to him transcendently important, and 
must excite deep anxiety, and lead to persevering 
exertion. To secure for them a healthy constitu- 
tion, mental and bodily — ^to guard them both in 
body and mind against the malignant influences 
which in this evil world are so rife — to have them 
furnished with the information, and formed to the 
habits, which are necessary to make them respect- 
able and useful members of civil society — ^to have 
their minds filled with the knowledge of the only 
true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent — ^to 
have their whole nature brought under its trans- 
forming and governing influence, that on the earth 
they may " serve their generation by the will of 
God," and be active agents in promoting the great 
cause of God*s glory and man's salvation ; that, 
in doing so, they may " see the good of his chosen, 
rejoice in the gladness of his nation, and glory with 
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his inheritance ;" and that, on leaving this earth, 
they may be found " meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light," and " have an 
abundant entrance ministered to them into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ;" — ^these are the habitual desires of the 
religious parent, and they naturally lead to earnest 
prayer, and to varied, patient, persevering effort 

This is "the work" of the parent — a work 
which, when in any good measure rightly per- 
formed, is never um*ewarded. In few cases, if 
any, is a really well-conducted Christian education 
unproductive of happy results. In veiy many 
cases it is productive of the happiest. A large 
proportion of the useful, honourable members of 
civil society — a large proportion of the active 
ornamental members of the Church of Christ on 
earth — ^a large proportion of " the general assem- 
bly and church of the first-bom, which are written 
in heaven," become so, in consequence of the 
blessing of God resting on the prayers and labours 
of religious parents. In these results, the parents 
find their work richly rewarded. 

Even in the comparatively rare cases — ^for they 
are rare-^in which a truly good education fails 
altogether of its object, the parent's work of faith 

D 2 



42 COMFORTABLE WOBDS FOB 

and labour of love is not forgotten nor unrequited. 
Though he should << labour in vain, and spend his 
strength for nought and in vain, his judgment is 
with the Lord, his work with his God ;" " though 
his house be not so with God" as he could wish, 
or as he had fondly anticipated, " God has made 
with himself a covenant ordered in all things and 
sure," in which he will find << all his salvation and 
all his desire." 

The true reason, however, why, in so many cases, 
the children of professedly, and it may be in some 
cases of even really, religious persons, do not prove 
what their parents could wish them to be, is, not 
that their work has not been rewarded, but that 
the work was not there to reward ; that education 
has been so neglected and mismanaged, that reward 
was out of the question. Result there has been, 
but it has been punishment, not reward. Yes, 
many parents, even religious parents, may read 
their sin in their punishment — ^in the worthless 
character and bad behaviour of their children; 
and instead of complaining that their work is not 
rewarded, they should acknowledge their sin, and 
do what it may be yet possible to do, to prevent 
the full development of its natural results. 

When children in infancy and in early child- 
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hood are taken away, it is very natural for the 
parent to feel not only that his hopes are frus- 
trated, but that his labour is lost The child had 
discovered talents and dispositions which promised, 
in the parent's estimation, to be ornamental and 
useful, both in civil and religious society; and 
that he should be so, has been the subject of many 
fervent prayers, the object of much anxious study 
and exertion. He had hoped that that child would 
live to do more than requite his care ; and that in 
his honourable exertions, and their prosperous 
issue, he would have obtaiaed an exceeding great 
reward. God has ordered it otherwise, and these 
hopes lie buried in the child's imtimely grave. 

But the religious parent's work shall not go un- 
rewarded. His labours for his infant child, which 
he would have accounted well repaid by a long 
and prosperous life on earth, are surely more 
richly recompensed by that child having obtained, 
by an early dissolution, " length of days for ever 
and ever" in the land of ImmanueL He asked for 
life, and he would have been joyfully grateful had 
the prayer been answered. Surely he should not 
complain when, instead of life, God has given 
immortaUty."; 

When little children have discovered, in a way 
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suited to their age, that the labours of the parents 
have been blessed as the means of causing to ger- 
minate the seed of a truly holy character, how can 
these labours be more highly rewarded, than by 
the transplanting of the promising plant, from the 
ungenial soil and atmosphere of this world, into a 
region where the blossom is in no hazard of being 
blighted, and where the fruit shall assuredly be 
eternal life 1 Or what reward can be more appro- 
priate 1 The good work begun by their instru- 
mentality is not even interrupted; it proceeds 
, under far more favourable circumstances than it 
could have done here below, and in its completion 
they will receive a full reward. 
(2.) His But the expression " work" naturally enough 

Improve- caDs up to tho mind not only the work with which 

ment of the 

aflaietion. thc pBxent was engaged, in reference to the child 
of whom he has been bereaved, but the work in 
which the bereavement has led him to engage. All 
afflictions are intended to quicken us and set us 
arworking. The work in which the death of a 
child calls us to engage, is not in itself a pleasing 
one. It calls sin to remembrance. It is intended 
to lead to serious self-inquiry ; to examination 
especially as to what was wanting and wrong in 
our conduct in the relation which has been dis- 
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solved ; to penitent acknowledgment ; to earnest 
prayer for pardon and sanctification ; to an hum- 
bling of ourselves under the mighty hand of God ; 
to a repressing of every disposition to murmur 
against His appointments, as unwise or unrighteous 
or unkind ; to a resisting of the tendency to faint 
under the rebuke of Gk>d ; and to a searching out 
and correcting of those faults which made the 
chastisement necessary. 

This is a work in which every religious bereaved 
parent will feel himself called on to engage ; he 
will find it arduous ; and if it do not immediately 
produce any good effect, his hands are apt to hang 
down, and he is in hazard of becoming weary in this 
species of well-doing. But " let him be strong — 
let not his hands be weak, for his work shall be 
rewarded." This sowing in tears will end in a 
harvest of joy. The struggle, unnoticed by the 
world, is regarded with approbation by Gk)d, and 
if persevered in, will be rewarded by a large mea- 
sure of "the peace of God;" and "the chastise- 
ment which, for the present, is not joyous but 
grievous, will yield to him who is thus exercised, 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness." ^ Then* 

2. There is hope concerning the departed. iinSJS 

The second consolatory reflection suggested to a ^n^. 
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religious, bereaved parent, is tliat there is hope 
respecting his departed children. 

There is no reason to think that they have 
ceased to exist, or that their bodies shall continue 
for ever in the grave. It is a general truth re- 
specting the whole race, that when the dust returns 
to the dust as it was, " the spirit returns to him 
who gave it." — "All live to him." — "As in Adam 
all die, so in Christ shall all be made aliva" — 
" By man came death" to all men ; by " man too," 
to all men, " comes the resurrection of the dead." 
But the assurance that the souls of his children 
continue to live, and that their bodies shall in due 
time be restored to them, goes but a little way to 
comfort a mourning parent. He remembers that 
there are two regions in the invisible state — ^that to 
which the rich man's soul was conveyed, as well as 
that to which Lazarus was carried by angels ; and 
that there is a resurrection to damnation as well 
as to life. It is not so much in reference to con- 
tinued being, as to everlasting weUbeing, that 
the anxieties of bereaved parents are apt to be 
awakened. 

On this subject I wish to speak with the 
modesty which becomes us on all subjects on which 
the statements of Scripture are not very full and 
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explicit ; but I have no hesitation in stating it as 

my fixed judgment, with regard to the final state 

of infants, properly so called, that there is nothing 

to fear ; and with regard to little children, in croundB for 

whom the religious and moral faculties are very saiTation or 

Infanta, 

imperfectly developed, to whose minds the saving 
truth has been presented, that there is great rea- 
son to hope, and in many cases abundant ground 
for even " the full assurance of hope." 

The grounds on which I hold that there is no 
reason to fear as to the final happiness of those 
who die in their infancy may be easily stated ; 
and I think it the more needful to state them, as 
the true doctrine of the salvation of infants seems 
to me to have been often pleaded for by very 
unsatisfactory arguments — ^arguments which imply 
the falsehood of an undoubtedly true doctrine, 
original sin, and overlook the necessity of the 
atoning blood, and the transforming Spirit, of 
Jesus Christ. I am not at all disposed to main- 
tain the abstract iiyustice of God's consigning all 
the fjedlen race of man, including those who die in 
infancy, to hopeless misery, for, without the inter- 
vention of the provided restorative economy person- 
aUy appHed to the inheritor of the sad legacy which 
Adam has lefb to all his descendants, the disease 
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must run its course, and end in complete, hopeless 
depravity and misery— the second death— from 
which there is no redemption ; and the circumstance 
of depraved tendencies developing themselves before 
or after death, does not seem materially to affect 
the question. There is nothing either in Scripture 
or in reason to lead to the conclusion that death, 
mere death, haa any power to extinguish or even 
check that seed of evil, which, wherever it germi- 
nates, must, if not destroyed by Divine influence, 
bring forth fruit imto eternal deatL My aiga- 
mei;t rests on another foundation altogether. I 
hold that the whole tenor of Scripture leads to the 
conclusion, that all infants who die in infancy are 
included in the election of grace, and are saved 
through the atonement and Spirit of Jesus Christ 
(1.) The Let us look at the Divine character as described 

character, in Scripturc. " Otod delights in mercy." He is 
uniformly merciful wherever the exercise of mercy 
does not interfere with the glories of His charac- 
ter, and the stability of His administration as the 
Governor of the universe. He willeth not the 
death of the most atrocious sinner. He pardons 
our innumerable actual transgressions, however 
aggravated, when we gladly and grate^illy in the 
faith of the truth receive the reconciliation, and by 
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believing in Jesus become personally interested in 
that wondrous Divine economy by which the just 
God is the justifier of the ungodly, and the Saviour 
of the sinner. When we know that there is a 
foundation laid for the exercise of mercy, in con- 
sistency with justice, in the infinitely valuable 
atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, is it not the 
natural conclusion that this mercy will be extended 
to all who have not sinned in their own persons ? 
and in the absence of everything like an opposite 
statement, should we not rest in this conclusion, 
as on this ground more probable than its oppo- 
site 1 

Consider those passages of Scripture in which 
the Supreme Being expresses a peculiar regard for (s.) God-i 

peculiar 

infants. When He entered into covenant with regard for 

lufiintB. 

Israel He takes special notice of the "little ones" 
(Deut xxix. 10) ; and when He expostulates with 
them on their idolatrous enormities, he particularly 
mentions their immolation of children as peculiarly 
provoking to Him : "Thou hast sacrificed thy sons 
and daughters to idols, and hast slain my chil- 
dren."^ The last passage is very remarkable. It 
has been justly said that " compassion for injured 
infants goads on the flashes of celestial wrath, and 

1 Ezek. zyi. 20, 21 ; Jer. xiz. 28. 
E 
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mercy towards them redoubles the thunder of holy 
indignation." The number of children in Nineveh 
is mentioned by Him as a reason why He was un- 
willing to visit that guilty city with the threatened 
destruction. When the grown-up Israelites were 
doomed to perish in the wndemess, it was pro- 
mised that "the little ones should go in and 
possess Canaan." ^ If justice does not absolutely 
require Him to make miserable those little ones^ 
of whom He speaks so endearingly, — and who 
dare assert that ? — is it not the probability that 
He will make them happy for ever 1 
(3.) tjms Then let us look at Him who declared the 

of Christ, Father^ who is His express image, so that they 
who have seen Him have seen the Father. The 
circumstance that the Only-begotten, instead of 
assuming human nature as it was in Adam when 
he fell, in a state of maturity, became the infant 
Jesus, looks benignantly towards infant salvation. 
" Why," says Jeremy Taylor, " should He be an 
infant, but that infants should receive the crown 
of their age, the purification of their stained nature, 
the sanctification of their persons, and the saving 
of their souls by their infant Lord and elder 
brother." 

» Pent i. 85-89 ; Numb. xlv. 80. 
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But passing this, let us consider that most 
delightful incident recorded by three of the Evan- 
gelists. " They brought young children to Jesus 
ih&t he should touch them, and his disciples re- 
buked those who brought them. But when Jesus 
saw it he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come imto me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of Crod ; and he took them up in his arms, put his 
hands on them, and blessed them." I will not 
dogmatise as to the precise meaning of a passage, 
which admits of more than one interpretation, but 
I will say, in the cautious language of John 
Newton, " I think it at least highly probable that 
in these words our Lord does not only, if at all, 
intimate the necessity of our becoming as little 
children in simplicity, as a qualification without 
which (as he expressly declares in other places) 
we cannot enter into His kingdom, but informs us 
of a fact, that the number of infants who are 
effectually redeemed to Grod by His blood, so 
greatly exceeds the aggregate of adult believers, 
that, comparatively, his kingdom may be said to 
consist of little children." (4., g^p. 

Consider, farther, the accounts which are in ^Sd^t 
Scripture given us of the final judgment. These jJS^IJS^' 
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are numerous and varied, but in every one' of 
them the principle is brought out, that the con- 
demned sinner suffers for his own conscious viola- 
tion of Divine law — " eats of the fruit of his own 
doing." It is the " enemy of Gk)d by wicked works," 
it is the rejecter of the Saviour and His offered 
salvation, that is adjudged to punishment << Eveiy 
one " there " bears his own burden." The aigu- 
meut suggested by this fact respecting the judg- 
ment-day, is strengthened by the representations 
of the nature of the punishments to which the 
condemned are then doomed. These are all con- 
nected with the remorseful remembrance of the 
past — the recollection of duties omitted, sins com- 
mitted — neglected opportunities, despised mercies. 
This constitutes an essential part of that hopeless 
misery which is represented as the undying worm 
and the unquenchable fire. 
(5.)Har- lu fiuc, thc doctriuc that all infants are, 
tbrgenemi through thc spccial love of God exerting itself in 
ofevangeu. cousistcncy with His righteousness through the 

cal truth. 

mediation of Christ, secured of salvation, perfectly 
Imrmmiizes with the great principles of evangelical 
truth. It has been well said, " Those who look 
for heaven as the reward of human merit, and 
those who acknowledge no election that is not 
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founded on good works foreseen, cannot, without 
opposition to their respective systems, defend in- 
fant salvation, since these departed babes possessed 
no merit, and since in them no good works could 
be foreseen." ^ But the advocate of the doctrines 
of grace, who believes that salvation is the gift of 
undeserved mercy, and that election is founded 
only on " the good pleasure of his goodness," can 
with perfect consistency maintain the proposition. 
That Grod has determined to confer eternal life 
through Christ on all whom He has ordained to 
remove from the earth before they arrived at the 
season in which they could discern good from evil 
For these reasons, with Mr. Newton, " I am will- 
ing to beHeve, till the Scripture forbids me, that 
infants of aU nations and kindreds, without excep- 
tion, who die before they are capable of sinning 
* after the similitude of Adam's transgression,' 
who have done nothing in the body of which they 
can give accoimt, are included in the election of 
grace ; and that the words of our Lord with 
respect to another class of persons, are applicable 
to them : * It is not the will of our Father in hea- 
ven, that one of these little ones should perish.' " 
There can be no doubt that, to the Christian 

I KoUock. 
E 2 
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parent who has laid hold on the covenant for 
himself, there is great additional consolation and 
good hope from the fact that his Grod has 
declared that He will be the God of his seed. 
The ordinance which meets these children at their 
entrance into the world, contains in it an emble- 
matical representation of the blessings of the new 
covenant, " ordered in all things and sure," and 
surely intimates that these blessings shall be en- 
joyed by them, if not wilfully rejected. 

Such are the grounds on which we hold, that 
with regard to the final state of infants, there is 
nothing to fear. "They are bom for a better 
world than this; they just enter this state of 
tribulation; they quickly pass through it; their 
robes are washed^ white in the blood of the Lamb^ 
and they are admitted for His sake before His 
throne."! 

It is not possible for us to fix the point at 
which moral responsibility commences. The age 
at which the human being becomes accountable 
varies in different individuals, according to tEe 
earlier or later development of the intellectual and 
moral faculties. The Great Judge knows perfectly 
all the elements of each case, and He will assuredly 

1 Charters. 
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act in a manner worthy of His character, as at 
once the Grod of righteousness and the Grod of 
love. 

With regard to those little children who have 
their intellectual and moral nature so far unfolded 
as to be able to make a distinction between right 
and wrong, and who have shown that that nature 
exists in them in a fallen state, by their doing 
what they know to be wrong, and neglecting to do 
what they know to be right, we cannot speak uni- 
versally in the same terms of certainty respecting 
their final salvation, as of that of infants properly 
80 called. But even with regard to very many of 
these, religious parents have reason to hope ; with 
regard to not a few, they may safely indulge "the 
full assurance of hope." If, when the saving truth 
respecting the only true God and Jesus Christ has 
been brought before their minds, so far as they are 
capable of apprehending it, they have obviously loved^ 
and listened to instruction, if they have manifested 
a sense of dependence on God, a fear to offend Him, 
a desire to please Him, regret for having offended 
TTiTTij a disposition to confess faults when com- 
mitted, especially to confess them to Him and ask 
His pardon, a love to truth, and such interest in 
religious exercises as is compatible with their ne- 
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cessarily very limited capacities; if they have 
discovered a candid teachable mind, and a benevo- 
lent and grateM and submissive disposition, though 
in everything connected with religion, as with other 
things, " they spake as children, they understood 
as children, they thought as children," and though 
evidence was not wanting that " sin dwelt in 
them," yet in such cases there is no ground for 
reasonable doubt that there was in them " some 
good thing towards the Lord Grod of Irrael," and 
there is foundation for reasonable hope, that by 
the power of the atonement and intercession of 
" the High Priest of our profession," the deathful 
plague within had been stayed, and that the good 
Spirit who had begun the good work, will perfect 
it in the day of the Lord. 

There are instances, though they are of rare 
occurrence, in which very young children, from a 
precocious development of mind, accompanied by 
abundant communication of Divine influence, have 
shown an extent and accuracy of spiritual under- 
standing, and a degree bf attainment in holy dis- 
position, well fitted to astonish and make ashamed 
Christians of mature years. Wherever such efifects 
are produced, the parents have special cause of 
thanksgiving ; but in ordinary cases we are not to 
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look for the religion of men in children ; and where 
the symptoms enumerated above, and similar ones, 
are exhibited, the bereaved parents may well bless 
Qod and take courage, and " restrain their voice 
from weeping and their eyes from tears." 

3. I%e departed shall return from the land 0/^3. The de- 

, parted dial 

th6 eneVny, returofron 

the hud of 

The third consolatory reflection suggested by the'enemy. 
the text to bereaved religious parents is, that 
" their children shall return from the land of the 
enemy." 

Death may well be considered as an enemy of 
the human race. As to the unpardoned man, it puts 
an end to all eigoyment, and introduces him into 
a state of unmixed and endless suffering ; it rivets 
the fetters of guilt, drags the body into the grave, 
in which as a prison it remains till "it come forth 
to the resurrection of damnation," and consigns 
the spirit to those "regions of sorrow" where 
the angels who kept not their first abode are 
"reserved in everlasting chains, under darkness, 
imto the judgment of the great day," and " where 
hope never comes" to any who enter their "doleful 
shades." To the forgiven man, though it can 
do him no fatal injury, death is yet an enemy, 
disquieting his mind, deranging his plans, often 
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wringing his heart with anguish, and at last de- 
molishing the earthly house of his pilgrimage. 

Bereaved parents deeply feel that death is their 
enemy, and in their imagination it is naturally 
personified as the barbarian invader, rudely seizing 
their children and hurrying them away to a dis- 
tant foreign land, to be subjected to a degrading 
slavery ; or rather, as the rufiGian wolf breaking 
into the domestic fold and canying off the lambs 
to his dismal den to be devoured by him. 

The land of the enemy, to which our children 
are carried by death, is the grave, " that land of 
darkness as darkness itself, and of the shadow of 
death, without any order, and where the light is 
as darkness." To think that our beloved children 
are in this land of darkness, under the dominion 
of this enemy, is a most painfully affecting consi- 
deration. But there are three reflections on this 
subject fitted to relieve and comfort the heart 

It is but a part, and the least important part> 
of our children that is in the land of death ; even 
while there, death will not be able to do even that 
part which is under his power real or permanent in- 
jury ; and in due time that part of them which he 
holds captive shall be brought back from his land. 

As spiritual beings capable of thought, and 
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affection, and action, our children are untouched 
by death. Though their bodies are asleep in the 
grave, their souls live together with Christ. They 
are with Him where He is, and behold His glory. 
Absent firom the body, they are present with the 
Lord ; and while the material part of their nature is 
in the land of death, and darkness, and confinement, 
and silence, their freed spirits are in the regions of 
life, and light, and liberty, and celestial melody. 
" They hunger no more, neither do they thirst any 
more, neither does the sun light on them, nor any 
heat The Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne, 
feeds them, and leads them to living fountains of 
waters, and Crod wipes away all tears from their 
eyes." 

* But their bodies are the captives of the enemy ; 
and having got them into his hand, he is asserting 
his power by destroying their form, as well as 
spoiling their beauty. How soon does he so alter 
the victim of his power that we are glad to hide, 
in the darkness of the grave, the form on which 
we once thought we could never gaze but with 
delight ! and how soon does the most elegant 
body, under his corrupting, decaying, withering 
influence, lose its symmetry, as well as the most 
beautiful countenance its loveliness!' It is even 
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SO : and the thought is most revolting to our 
natural feelings ; but, in truth, the enemy death is 
but effecting those changes in the mortal body which 
must precede that body's becoming immortal That 
body is putting on corruption, in order that it may 
put on incorruption — ^putting on mortality, that 
it may put on immortality. The caterpillar must 
sleep in the tomb it has prepared for itself, before 
it become a beautiful winged insect. The seed is 
not iigured when it seems to be rotting in the 
dust; it is but undergoing a change, which is 
necessary to its germinating, and becoming a beau- 
tiful flower or a fruitful tree. These are soothing 
considerations to the bereaved heart. 

But the consolatory thought most obviously 
suggested by the words before us, is, that even 
that part of our children which is under the powCT 
of death, shall come back from the land of the 
enemy. They who deny or doubt the possibilily 
or the reality of the resurrection, " err, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of Grod." Jesus 
is " the resurrection and the life ; " He has raised 
the dead ; He has Himself risen from the dead; and 
He has become the Prince of Life, and bears the 
keys of death and the unseen world. He has 
paid the ransom of His people, who are the cap* 



i 
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tives of the grave ; and it is His purpose to fol- 
low out the redemption, by leading the captivity 
captive. To his people he proclaims, " Thy dead'' 
— ^they are still ours — (" My dead," says Abra- 
ham, Gen. xxiii. 13) — " shall live. My dead 
body,'' (says the Messiah, by his Spirit — Isa. xxvi. 
19) — ^they are still more His — "they shall arise. 
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust ; your 
dew shall be as the dew of herbs." 

How long our children may remain in the land 
of the enemy, we cannot tell ; but " the hour is 
coming, when all who are in the graves shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they who hear 
shall live and come forth." When the Lord de- 
scends from heaven to be " glorified in his saints 
and admired in them that believe," " the dead in 
Christ shall arise." " In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, the dead shall be raised incorruptible." 
It is the will of Him who sent the Ransomer, 
that of all whom He has given Him He should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 
Those who, one by one, were carried in silence and 
sorrow to the land of the enemy, rising up a great 
army, shall return in one glorious host, amid the 
solemn peals of the archangel's trumpet, and the 
joyftil gratulations of the angelic millions. 

F 
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Not more certainly are they now in the land 
of the enemy, than they shall, at the appointed 
period, come forth from it. « Christ is risen from 
the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that 
slept ; for since by man came death, by man 
comes also the resurrection of the dead ; for as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made aliye. 
But every man in his own order : Christ the first- 
fruits, afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming." 

With what delight will parents, themselves re- 
leased from the captivity of the grave, behold 
their early-lost, long-mourned children, "coming 
forth," not the pale, emaciated, lifeless, ghastly 
forms they reluctantly conmdtted to the grave, 
but strong in incorruptibility, glorious in beauty, 
"fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body!" 
Then shall it appear to the assembled universe, 
that among the redeemed of the Lord, fathers have 
not hoped in vain, nor mothers brought forth for 
trouble. " They are the seed of the blessed of the 
Lord, and their offspring with them." 

' But it will be long, long ere they return. The 
captivity of death is measured, not by years, but 
by ages.' What then ? It is but the few, it may 
be the very few, remaining days of the years of 
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our pilgrimage, which prevent our spirits from 
embracing theirs; and in the resting-places pre- 
pared for us, though we shall not cease to desire, 
we shall never weary for "the adoption, the 
redemption of the body." " Be patient, brethren, 
unto the 'coming of the Lord : behold, the hus- 
bandman waiteth long for the precious things of 
the earth, and hath much patience, till he receive 
the former and the latter rain ; be ye also patient 
and stablish your hearts." Then "those young 
and tender plants, which are now cut down and 
withering around us, shall spring up in fairer and 
more durable forms." " The children of the re- 
surrection cannot die any more, but are equal to 
the angels." 

4. The departed shall return to their own border, 4. Tj.e 
The fourth consolatory reflection suggested to .hSi retum 
bereaved parents by these words is, that their border. 
children shall not only retum from the land of 
the enemy, but " shall come again to their own 
border." 

The captives of Judah were not only brought 
out of Babylon, they were brought into the Holy 
Land. The captives of death shall not only be 
brought out of the land of the king of terrors, but 
shall be brought into the heavenly Canaan, the 
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true land of Iminanuel, their Redeemer and Loid 
and King. That is "their own border;" — "the 
kingdom prepared for them from before the foun- 
dation of the world," the inheritance bought for 
them by the precious blood of the incarnate Son. 

Haying been raised from the dead, they shall 
" mount up together in clouds," along with those 
who have been miraculously changed, "to meet 
the Lord in the air, and so shall they be for ever 
with the Lord." In that glorious company shall 
be found those infants and little children whose 
untimely departure to the land of the enemy 
drew forth such tender regrets and bitter tears. 
They shall not only " return," but " come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads ; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away." They shall not only 
leave for ever the dark and lonesome abodes of 
death, but they shall for ever dwell in the cheerfal 
regions of perfect life and light and joy. They 
shall not only be brought from the land of the* 
enemy, but they shall be "brought in and be 
planted in the mountain of Jehovah's inheritance, 
in the place which he has made for himself to 
dwell in, in the sanctuary which his hand has 
established." There "Jehovah-Jesus shall reign 
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for ever and ever," and there " they shall reign 
with him." The long silence of the grave shall be 
exchanged for the ceaseless, ever-new songs of 
Moses and the Lamb. " Sing unto the Lord, for 
he has triumphed gloriously. Who is like unto 
Jehovah among the gods? Who is like unto 
him? Glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders. He has ransomed us from the 
power of the grave. He has redeemed us from 
death. He has swallowed up death in life. O 
death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is thy 
victory ? Thanks be to him who has given us the 
victory. Salvation to our €k)d and to the Lamb, 
for ever and ever ! To him who loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood ; to him 
be glory and honour for ever and ever 1 Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain— slain for us ! HaUe- 
ligah !" And again and again and again the great 
multitude, with a voice as of many waters and 
mighty thunderings, shall shout " Halleligah !" 
and in all the happy company none will sing 
more sweetly than the little children. 

" Babes thither caught ttom womb and breast. 
Claim right to sing above the rest. 
Because they found the happy shore 
They neittier saw nor sought before." ^ 

1 Ralph Erskine. 
F2 
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Then, indeed, shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, " Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise.*' ^ 

II. consota- Let me now very briefly call your attention to 

tioDsflrom 

other con- somc othcr considerations calculated to comfort 

•iderations. 

the bereaved parent, not directly suggested by the 
text. This painful event is the work of God. — ^It 
has removed our children from many evils and 
hazards to which they must have been exposed, 
had they continued to live here, and has placed 
them in happier circumstances than they ever 
could have been in here below. — ^It is fitted to 
produce important moral advantages to us. — ^We 
have the prospect of a speedy and happy reunion. 
— ^We may obtain even here, what will more than 
compensate our loss. These are considerations 
well fitted to moderate the grief of Christians who 
are weeping for their children. 
1. The 1. The be7*eavement is the work of God, 

bereave- 

mentis the Considcr, then, "my brethren and companions 

6«i. in tribulation," in the first place, that the death of 

your children is the work of God. Yes, He has 

done it. It is not the work of blind chance. It 

is not the result of unintelligent necessity. It is 

1 Psalm Tiii. 2; Matt. xxi. 6. 
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not the doing of diabolical or of human malignity. 
It is " the doing of the Lord" — ^the result of His 
counsel — ^the work of His hand. It is He who 
has taken away.^ 

Few Divine dispensations bear so deeply im- 
pressed on them the ioscription, « It is the Lord," 
as deatL He is very blind who cannot perceive 
this — ^he is very deaf who, in the silence of the 
death chamber, does not hear the voice — "Be 
still, and know that I am God." 

When we take one view of the Divine Being, 
we see that all murmuring is most imreasonable 
and wicked ; when we take another view of His 
character, we see that perfect, cheerful, ay, joyful 
acquiescence, is most reasonable and right. 

He is the supreme Sovereign, the absolute Pro- 
prietor, of all ; and has He not a right to do what 
He will with His own? He is infinitely wise, 
" His understanding is unsearchable ;" and there- 
fore there must be important and good reasons for 
BQs conduct, whether we be able to perceive them 

1 «' Out times — i.e., all events that are concemiDg us — and the timing 
of them, are aU at God's dispose: they are not in our own liands, nor 
in oar Mends' hands, nor in our enemies' hands, but in Qod's. David 
does not in his prayers prescribe to Ood, but subscribe to Him. 
' Lord, my times are in thy liand, and I am well pleased that they are 
so ; they could not be in a better hand : thy will be done.*"— Matthbw 
Hmst on Pialm xzxi. 15. 
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or not. He is infinitely righteous, and can do 
nothing that is ui\just. He cannot wrong me; 
the thing is impossible. I am a sinner. << It is 
of his mercies that I am not consumed." He has 
not wronged my child ; He has but taken from it 
what He gave. This view of the Divine character 
ought to silence, but it will not satisfy. It may 
repress murmurs, but it will not produce child-like 
acquiescence. 

But if I am a believer in Christ Jesus, this 
infinitely powerful and wise God is not only my 
supreme Sovereign — ^my absolute Proprietor — ^my 
most righteous €k)vemor, but He is my Father 
in Christ Jesus, and the Father of my infant 
children — ^who loves me, who loves them, and who 
has assured me that '<he will make all things 
work together" both for their good and mine. 
There can be nothing capricious — ^nothing uiyust 
—nothing unkind, in His dispensations. "All 
his ways are mercy and truth." He cannot but 
be seeking a benignant end ; and He cannot but 
be seeking that end by the wisest possible means. 
Even when His " wind passes over " our fairest 
flowers, and "they are gone," "his everlasting 
mercy is on them that fear him, and his righteous- 
ness manifested to their children's children." 
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Let the bereaved Christian parent, then, " sing 
in his heart, making melody to the Lord" — 

"It is the Lord— enthroned in light, 
Whose claims are all Divine, 
Who has a most undoubted right 
To goyem me and mine. 

" It is the Lord !— should I distrust 
Or contradict ms will. 
Who cannot but do what is just. 
And must be righteous still ? 

" It is the Lord — ^who gives me all 
My wealth, my friends, my ease. 
And of His bounties may recall 
Whatever part He please. 

*' It is the Lord — whose matchless skill 
Can from affliction raise 
BlessingB, eternity to fill 
With ever-growing praise." ^ 
• • « • 

" THs Hb that lifts our comforts high. 
Who sinks them in the grave ; 
He gives, and, blessed be His name ! 
He takes but what He gave.** 

"Peace! all our angry passions then ; 
Let each rebellious sigh 
Be silent at His sovereign win. 
And every murmur die." ^ 

2. It has been advantageous to our children^ 
Consider, in the second place, that the event so 2JS1»m'2"' 
painful to us, has removed our children from many •«ch"*«^ 
evils and hazards to which they must have been 
exposed, if they had continued to live, and has 

1 Greene. * Wattn. 



s. It bM 
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placed them in far more adyantageous circum- 
BtanceB than they ever could have attained to here 
below. 

The world we live in is full of temptation and 
sin. Our children would have been exposed to 
temptation, and would have fallen into sin; and 
the best thing that, in that case, could have hap- 
pened to them, would have been to be made to feel 
by bitter experience that "the way of transgressors 
is hard," and in weeping and supplication to come 
to God through Christ that they might obtain 
pardon. Their life might have been to us a greater 
affliction than their death has been ; and after a 
scene of varied suflfering both to themselves and 
us, they might have left us without any cheering 
hope of meeting them again in happier circum- 
stances in a future world. 

Even though we had been absolutely secured of 
their ultimate wellbeing, and of their turning out, 
as to character and conduct, all that a Christian 
parent could wish, how replete is the present scene 
with suffering, bodily, mental, relative ! It is 
easy to conceive that the tenderest parent may see 
a child so severely and hopelessly afflicted, that 
the continuation of life is felt not to be desirable, 
and a speedy, quiet dismission becomes the object 
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of most earnest desire. When a person who has 
lost a dear child takes this view of the subject, he 
cannot help saying with Cecil, " How much better 
was it for my lamb to be suddenly housed, to slip 
unexpectedly into the fold to which I was con- 
ducting her, than remain exposed here ! — ^perhaps 
become a victim." — "When I pass by the blaze of 
dissipation and intemperance, I feel a moment's 
relief ; I say to my heart, < Be still ; at least she 
is not left to follow these ignes fatui,^ these wild 
fires, which but lure their thoughtless followers to 
their doom. How much better is even the grave 
for my darling, than the end of these things I"^ 
" When our Saviour was on earth, mothers pressed 
with their infants to let them be encircled in 
those loving arms, and have His hand rest upon 
their little heads one moment Why should 
they repine that He takes them from their unsafe 
guardianship, and folds them in the everlasting 
arms for ever? that they are gone where they 
are to know only good without evil, and joy 
without sorrow." ^ 

If the views we have taken be correct, the 
Christian parent has good ground for beUeving 
that his infant children are not only secure, but 

» Visit to the House of Mourning. 2 Rogers. 
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happy— incapable of suffering, temptation, sin, 
and death ; they neither feel nor fear evil ; no 
accident can befall them, no disease afflict them, 
no temptation assail them, no sin pollute them. 
" How great a part of Divine magnificence is it to 
take a reasonable immortal spirit from animatmg 
a piece of well-figured clay and presently adjoin it 
to the assembly above ! How glorious a change is 
made upon our child in a moment ! How much 
greater a thing is it to be adoring Qod above in the 
society of angels, than to be dandled on our knee, or 
to eiyoy the best provisions we could make for them 
on earth ! That they have a part to act upon an 
eternal stage, and though but lately come into being, 
are never to go out of being more, but to be ever- 
lasting monuments and instruments of the glory of 
their great Creator and Lord." ^ " God," to use the 
language of a writer of the last age, ^< has sent for 
His children home, whom He gave us to nurse 
for Him, and we must have a very good conceit of 
ourselves, if we think they are worse provided for, 
or less safe, than when we had the charge of thenL 
Much as they were delighted with our embraces, 
they would not leave the arms of God for ours." ^ 
The unreasonableness of mourning, and refusing 

1 Howe. * GroTe. 
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to be comforted for young chUdren, who, we have 
reason to think, are gone to be with Christ, has 
been thus powerfully put : Suppose two children, 
both * vessels of mercy.' The one is taken to 
heaven in infancy or early youth, and the other is 
spared till seventy years have passed over him. 
Which of these is most highly favoured 1 The 
one in heaven has been instructed by Jesus Him- 
self, has associated with patriarchs and prophets and 
apostles, has held intercourse with angels, and has 
obtained magnificent ideas of Divine things. The 
other has been exposed to trials and temptations, 
has laboured, under much imperfection, to serve 
Grod, and has at last got the victory, through " Him 
who loved him." When he enters heaven, how 
limited are his attainments compared with those of 
his celestial brother ! ^ Which of the two lots, 
looking merely to the happiness of his child, would 
an enlightened Christian parent choose for him 1 
And is it reasonable to mourn excessively, because 
by an event, painful to our feelings, the very best 
of good things has fallen to the lot of one so dear 
to us? 

3. It is ^fitted to be advantageous to ourselves. a. itisaued 

to be atlvan- 

Consider, in the third place, that the event so t»geou» *o 

ounelve*. 
1 Somervillo. 
G 
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painful to us, is fitted, if we do not misimprove it, 
to produce to us important spiritual advantages. 
Au Affile- The benignant design and the salutary tendency 
and intend, of afflictivo dispeusatious generally, are considerar 
^J^*|*tions weU calculated to produce submission and 
acquiescence. The design of affliction is to make 
bad men good, and good men better ; to make 
the thoughtless considerate, and the considerate 
wise. " The rod and reproof give wisdom." To 
" try, to purify, to make white," is the object of 
all the sufferings to which Grod's people are ex- 
posed. He " judges them, that they may not he 
condemned with the world." He " chastens them, 
that they may be made partakers of his holiness." 
andi.«»- And when not counteracted by our folly and 

when noi " " 

^*«- sin, they serve these purposes. It is found good 
and advantageous to be afflicted ; and though " no 
chastisement for the present be joyous but griev- 
ous," yet " it is a faithful saying," — " afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness, to 
those who are exercised by it." 

Few afflictions are more fitted to promote our 
spiritual improvement, than the loss of children ; 



Few Afflic> 
tionsso 
mnch fitted 
to do good M 

iSt«rchn- ^^^ ^^ ^^*^ ^®^ justly remarked, that no means of 

•*'^* trial is more common, no instrument of spiritual 

good more frequently wielded by our heavenly 
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Father, than this. It teaches us the danger of d) it tend 

' ^ the danger 

seeking our supreme happiness in any object but «'"ewng 
Grod. It is easy to see how wicked it is to seek «n*»ytbjng 

*' bnt Qod. 

happiness in forbidden indulgences, in criminal 
pursuits. It is not difficult to see how foolish it 
is to look to worldly wealth or honours or pleasures, 
as the principal source of happiness, their nature 
and their uncertainty equally unfitting them for 
this purpose. But to love our children is natural, 
is dutiful They are the fit objects of a veiy 
ardent affection, and we know they can communi- 
cate a veiy pure and exquisite happiness. For 
these very reasons, we are in the greater danger of 
placing them in the room of Him who gave them 
to us. This takes place in a degree that parents 
are often unconscious of, till, when deprived of 
them, they seem as if deprived of all ; and the 
conclusion is forced on them — < We have made them 
our gods, for when they are taken from us, what 
have we more 1 ' The dispensation is intended to 
make us feel how hazardous, as well as sinful it 
is, to place any created being in the place of God ; 
and if it serves its purpose, in leading us to con- 
centrate our affections on the unchangeable, un- 
dying, all-excellent One, temporary suffering will 
lead to permanent satisfaction, — << peace and se- 
curity for ever." 
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(s.)itahowa The death of children is well fitted to convince 

the vanity 

worid and ^® ^^ *^^ vanity of this world, and to draw away 
w«m.^u« ^^y^Y aflfections from it. One of the most plausible 
excuses under which the love of the world cloaks 
an imdue interest in its pursuits, is, that we have 
children to provide for. It is undoubtedly our 
duty to provide for our children ; he who does not, 
" denies the faith, and is worse than an infidel." 
But this may be done without an entire devoted- 
ness to worldly pursuits, to which too many — 
really from the love of the world, professedly from 
a regard to their families — ^give themselves up. 
When the cliildren for whom " we rose early, sat 
late, and ate the bread of carefulness," are snatched 
away, what is the use of the wealth we may have 
amassed to them — ^to us ? " Wliose shall those 
things be, which we have provided 1" How much 
better would it have been, to have devoted more 
time to conferring on them a kind of property they 
could have carried along with them into the eternal 
world — a kind of property that would have 
enriched them and blessed us for ever 1 
^?^ " .u The death of children is well fitted to deepen 

deepeoB the ^ 

I>75iT^**" ^^^ impressions of the reality and nearness of the 
reality and uivisiblc statc. Thc busiucss and enjoyments of 



nearnew 
of the ln< 
visible state 



of the in. ^]jg world have an intoxicating influence. They 
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make us mistake shadows for realities, and realities 
for shadows. We think of the unseen world as 
something indistinct and distant ; and disappear- 
ing, but too frequently, altogether from the field 
of mental vision, it exercises little or no influence 
on our thoughts and affections. The death of 
those with whom we are nearly connected, to 
whom we are fondly attached, is fitted to sober 
us. A window is, as it were, opened into the 
invisible state ; the veil is partially withdrawn. 
He is strangely infatuated, who, when, as it were, 
one portion of himself after another is falling into 
the grave, still thinks of death as a distant 
event ; of the invisible state as an abstraction 
or a dream. 

Few things are of higher importance than habi- 
tual impressions of the reality and nearness of the 
unseen state. Indeed, true religion consisting in 
a great measure in being under the power of the 
world to come, whatever enlarges and deepens this 
influence, must contribute in an eminent degree to 
our improvement. 

The death of children has a tendency to lead us <*•> ^' 

" leads as to 

to prepare for death, diminishing the excessive love ^^ **>' 
of life, and enabling us to submit, without reluc- 
tance, to that inevitable event. Are not the fol- 

G2 
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lowing reflections, by the pious Doddridge, on 
laying a child in the grave, natural, and are they 
not fitted to be useM 1 " Has my child died in 
the morning of his day ; and shall I dare to count 
on my life being protracted till the shadows of 
the evening have fallen ? Is not the grave ready 
for me ? Am I ready for the grave 1 One of my 
family is gone to take possession of the grave in 
my name. Ere long I shall lie down in the same 
bed; our dust will shortly be blended together. 
Surely this is intended as a warning to me to be 
ready, an intimation that my few remaining days 
may be more regular, more spiritual, more useful, 
than the former." 

Friends, especially children, are among the 
strongest bands which bind us to life. 

" As those we love decay, we die in part ; 
String after string is sever'd from the heart. 
Till loosen'd life at last, but breathing clay. 
Without one pang, is glad to fail away. 
Unhappy he, who latest feels the blow. 
Whose heart has bled o'er every fricted laid low, 
Urags'd Ung'ring on from partial death to death. 
Till, dying, all he can resign is breath." ^ 

Where there is hope beyond death, the loss of 
what makes life most delightful naturally induces 
the sentiment so beautifully expressed by Job : " I 

1 Thomson. 
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loathe it ; I would not live alway." The gi-ave 
seems ready for us, and we would be " glad to find 
it." The heart accords with the most pathetic 
wish : " that thou wouldest hide me in the 
grave ; that thou wouldest keep me secret till thy 
wrath be past ; that thou wouldest appoint me a 
set time, and remember me ! " 

Finally here — the death of children is calcu- («.)it»«" 

*' us up to 

lated to stir us up to greater diligence in duty, ^^^*^' 
especially in reference to the children who still •^"'y* 
remain with us. It speaks such words as these 
to the heart, " Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might, for there is neither wisdom, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor work in the grave, 
whither" thyself and thy children must soon, mai/ 
suddenly, go. 

Thoughtful parents seldom lay a child in the 
grave, without a painful feeling that they might 
have done, that they ought to have done, more for 
serving its highest interests than they have done. 
When no such regrets are felt, it is not a proof 
that the duty has been carefully performed, but 
a presumption that the nature of parental duty is 
ill understood, and the obligation of it not at all 
felt : it is the symptom, not of a clear conscience, 
but of a seared one. The feeling referred to is a 
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very painM one, partaking of the character of 
remorse — self-reproach for the neglect of a* duty 
which can never now be performed ; but the 
anguish, if rightly improved, may be very pro- 
fitable both to ourselves and to our surviving 
children. 

4. There u 4. I%ere is the prospect of a Imppy and not 

speet of a distant re-union, 

happy and 

not distant Consider, in the fourth place, that if we are 

re-union. ' 

indeed Christians, we have the prospect of a happy 
and not distant, re- union with the children of whom 
we have been bereaved. 

To a Christian parent mourning the death of 
little children, there is much consolation in the 
reflection which quieted the mind of David when 
deprived of a child very dear to him, " I shall go 
to him." " When a few years are come, I too 
must go the way whence I shall never return." 

* If my children had not left me, I must have left 
them, and, in this case, the pang of separation 
might not have been less painful, nor the period 
of separation shorter, than in the case that has 
occurred. I shall soon go to the grave to my 
children ; we shall mingle our ashes in the dust, 

* where the wicked cease from troubling, where the 
weary are at rest.' I shall soon go to my children 
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ill the world of spirits, and there be with them, 
where they are with the Lord ; and the meeting, 
which cannot be distant, will be a meeting never 
to part. We shall be together in the resurrection, 
together at the judgment-seat ; together shall we 
ascend to heaven, and together we shall be for 
ever with the Lord. Though they have departed 
for a season, it is that I should receive them for 
ever. They are gone to finish their education 
under far more favourable circumstances than they 
could have prosecuted it in this world ; and when 
we meet, which must be ere long, I shall find them 
in holiness and happiness, — aU I could desire, 
more than I can conceive.' " They are stiU our 
children, objects of our love, worthier now that 
they are purified from mortality. In that land 
of love where they now dwell, we cannot doubt 
that they remember us with peculiar affection ; 
and shall we not cherish for them an affection 
suited to their improved character and situation ? 
Let us foUow them with a purified love ; let us 
ascend, even now, by faith, to the world of spirits, 
and rejoice in their joy. Thus will they still be 
our companions, our comfort, our hope, in the 
house of our pilgrimage."^ 

1 Charters. 
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6. TbeioM 5. The lo88 may be compensated' even here, 
oompen. Finally, consider that even here we may obtain 

■ateil even 

here. what will more than compensate our loss, and all 

the pain it has occasioned to us. 
(1.) In a Qod ig the source of all true happiness. There 

ftilier en- •^* 

G J!"*"' •^ is in Him what can more than make up for the 
privation of any earthly good. If we can but 
realize more thoroughly, in consequence of our 
bereavement, the fulness which we have in Grod, 
we are made really both happier and better by the 
dispensation. " The Lord is my portion, saith my 
soul, therefore will I trust in him." " He is the 
strength of my heart and my portion for ever." 
Well may God say to those to whom He is a God, 
and who are His people, * " Why weepest thou 1 
am not I better to thee than ten children 1 " they 
are dead, but / live. They could not make you 
happy without me ; and now that they are dead, 
cannot / make you happy without them ? Though 
they had lived, you must have died ; but " because 
I live, ye shall live also." ' Amid the desolation of 
all earthly happiness, in the full assurance of faith, 
we may be enabled to say, * " I rejoice in the Lord, 
I joy in the God of my salvation." I believed it 
before, but I now feel it. " His loving-kindness is 
better than life ;" He is more than all the world 
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to me ; He is " the health of my countenance and 
my Grod." ' Jesus takes His people in the room of 
all relatives. They are, He says, " his brother, 
and sister, and mother." And when He is seen 
and felt to be what He is, we find, equally, that 
no relative can be to us what He is ; and that 
He can be to us all — far more than all relatives 
can be to us ; and when they are taken from us, 
we should say, * Thou, thou art my child, my 
sister, my brother, my mother.' In Thee I have 
all and abound. It has been touchingly said, << If 
our Lord, and his Father, and the Comforter, come 
to us, dweU with us, sup with us, as they will, if 
we, in a believing, submissive spirit, invite their 
company, we may surely be content though our 
children sit not at table, especially when we know 
that their absence is occasioned by their removal 
to a nobler apartment in our Father's palace, to 
partake of a richer entertainment." i 

Besides, it may please God to supply the blank ^■•'J;"* *^**» 
in a variety of ways. He may give us an increase 
of comfort from various sources. He may give us 
other children, as in the case of Job and of 
Ephraim ; or He may give us enlarged enjoy- 
ment in our surviving children ; or He may raise 

1 GroTe. 
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up to be as children to us, those entirely uncon- 
nected by the filial relation. Was not Ruth better 
to Naomi than both of her sons ? 

So much for some of the principal consolations 
which are provided in our text, and in other pas- 
sages of Scripture, for parents who are mourning 
the premature death of their children. 

I conclude this section of the discourse with a 
reflection which, I am sure, has already suggested 
itself to the minds of many of you. 
How in. How invaluably precious is the word of Grod ! 

valuably 

precious u How suitable, how abundant, the consolations it 

the word ' ' 

of God ! ministers under all the varied and multiplied afflic- 
tions to which we are liable in this world of change 
and sorrow ! Where can the bereaved parent go 
with success for comfort, but to his Bible ? There, 
there only, can he find " abundant consolation and 
good hope." Indeed, where can any sufferer find 
availing support and comfort but there ? 

" Where ebould the liviDg, weeping o'er his woes. 
The dying, trembling at the awful close ; 
Where the betray'd, forsiiken and oppress'd, 
The thousands whom the world forbids to re&t ; 
Where should they find (those comforts at an end. 
The gospel gives), or hope to find, a flriend ? 
Sorrow might rouse herself to madness then. 
And, seeking exile from the sight of men, 
Rury herself in solitude profound. 
Grow frantic with her i>ang8, and bite the ground. 



* 
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That field of promise, how it flings abroad 
Its odours o'er the Christian's thorny road ! 
The Eoul, reposing on assured relief, 
Feels herself happy amid all her grief. 
Forgets her labours as she toils along. 
Weeps tears of Joy, and bursts into a song." ^ 

Let US learn to prize our Bibles still more. 
" Let the word of Christ dweU in us richly in all 
wisdom." Let us seek, "through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures to have hope" ourselves, in 
the day of aifliction ; and in performing a duty we 
are often called to — the comforting of mourners, 
let us lead them to those inexhaustible springs of 
consolation, which are open to all sufferers who 
will but comply with the kind invitation of Him, 
who is still, as " on the last, the great day of 
the feast," proclaiming, "If any man thirst, let 
him come to Me and drink." 

1 Cowper. 



H 
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PART III. 
PROPER EFFECT OF THESE CONSOLATIONS. 

It only remains now, to complete the plan laid 
down when we entered on the consideration of 
this subject, that we attend to the effect which 
these consolatory considerations ought to have on 
the minds of Christian parents who have been 
bereaved of their children. " Thus saith the Lord, 
Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes 
from tears." They are not intended to prevent 
sorrow ; but they are intended, first to moderate 
and then to restrain it. Bereaved parents are not 
forbidden to weep ; but they are required to set 
bounds, both as to degree and continuance, to their 
sorrows. They are not to be " swallowed up with 
overmuch sorrow ; " they are not to refuse to be 
comforted, "sorrowing as those who have no 
hope." I shall, for the illustration of these 
points, which may be considered as the practical 
part of the subject, show, first, that there is a 
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sorrow for the death of children which is not for- 
bidden, and then, that there is a sorrow for the 
loss of children which is forbidden, in these words, 
" Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes 
from tears." 

Insensibility under afflictive dispensations of Jj'^fjJJ^I 
Providence is certainly by no means desirable. Jj^j„t 
Unfelt afflictions must be unimproved afflictions. 
If I do not feel the chastisement of my heavenly 
Father, it is to me as if it were not How can 
" the rod and reproof give wisdom" to him who 
feels no pain from the one, no self-condemnation 
from the other 1 Such insensibility is sometimes 
the indication of physical defect, sometimes the 
result of moral depravity ; never the manifestation 
of just thinking and right feeling — the symptom 
of a sound constitution of mind, or of an estimable 
disposition of heart. In the last of the supposed 
cases, he who is characterized by it is the fit object 
of high moral blame, in the first of pity, unmixed 
with love ; but in no case has he any claim on 
moral approbation. It is not fortitude to bear 
what we do not feel, and it is not becoming mag- 
nanimity but impious stupidity, to " despise the 
chastening of the Lord." Such conduct draws 
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down a severe rebuke — " Thou hast stricken them, 
but they have not grieved." 

As there is nothing wrong in feeling the auc- 
tions Grod lays on us, as indeed they must be felt 
to serve their purpose, so neither is there anything 
wrong in our giving expression to our feelings. It 
is natural for deep feeling to seek expression. 
There is relief to a ceriain degree in giving vent 
to our sorrow ; and the religion of the Bible 
makes war on nothing in human nature but its 
depravity. There was nothing wrong in Job's rend- 
ing his garments ;^ there was nothing wrong in 
David's fasting and lying all night on tlie earth.^ 
We are warranted to express in words and tears, 
both to Grod and to man, our sense of the affiction 
we have met with. Indeed, when our spirits are 
overwhelmed within us, we can do nothing better 
than pour out our complaint before the Lord, and 
say, with Hezekiah, "0 Lord, I am oppressed j un- 
dertake for me." Oh, my Father, pity, sustain, 
deliver me. We also may, without blame, express 
our feelings to our fellow-men. " Have pity, have 
pity on me, my friends," was the language of 
the most patient of men ; and many have found 
that the unbosoming one's sorrows to a friend is 

iJobi. 20. « 2 Sam. xli. 16. 
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a sensible relief to the oppressed and bursting 
heart. 



But while the command does not forbid us n. Podtive 
either to feel or express sorrow, it does forbid us to to npre« 
indulge sorrow to an undue degree, and to express stw indui- 
sorrow in an unbecoming manner. Sorrow for unbecoming 

exprewion 

the loss of children is extreme and blameable, or torrow. 
when it leads us to overlook, or lightly to estimate, eL^rl' 
the blessings which we still enjoy. It has been TTtlr 
justly said, that " Our tears for our lost enjoy- ^a^Le 
ments are apt so to blind our eyes, that we do not .tnienj^ed. 
see the many mercies which yet remain."^ He 
has taken away one gift ; but how many has he 
left behind 1 Had he taken them all away, there 
had been no reasonable ground of complaint. 
Surely, then, when but one of the forfeited blessings 
(for they are all forfeited) is taken away, and so 
many left, regret for the loss of the one should not 
supersede gratitude for the continuance of the many. 
" We must not," as worthy Mr. Flavel says, " we 
must not write Ichabod upon all our blessings, 
because God has written mortality on one of them." 

Another evidence that our sorrow for the loss i. if it unfit 

/» •! 'iJ • • • T- -i • MS for the 

of our children is excessive, is when it so occupies di«chargeof 

our (lutiea. 



1 FlaveL 
H2 
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our mind, as to unfit us for the right discharge 
of our duties, in the various situations in which 
God has been pleased to place us. Affliction of 
all kinds is intended to quicken, not to paralyse ; 
and its end is frustrated when " the health of the 
body sinks under the influence of confinement, and 
fasting, and watchfulness, and the vigour of the 
mind is broken by dark forebodings." 

"Weeping," as Mr Heniy says, "must not 
hinder worshipping ; nor must sorrow so be in- 
dulged as to prevent enjoying gratefully the com- 
forts, and performing conscientiously the duties, of 
relative life." 
3.ifitiead« In fine, that sorrow is excessive wliich leads us 

to bnrd 

thoughts to indulge hard thoughts of God, as if His treat- 

of God. 

ment of us or of ours had been unwise, unjust, or 
unkind ; and which would prevent us from saying, 
with our whole heart, " The wiU of the Lord be 
done." " Good is the will of the Lord." " Not 
my will, but thine be done." " The Lord gave ; 
the Lord hath taken away : blessed be the name 
of the Lord." 
Eight be- The moderate, subdued, submissive, mourning 

iiaviour 

ander the which rcllgiou uot only permits, but requires, is, 

loss of 

Children Ukc most dutics, perhaps best illustrated by 

exempli- 

fl«^j. examples. And such examples are by no means 
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wanting in the sacred history. " Take, my 
brethren," those " elders who have obtained a good 
report," "for an example of suffering affliction 
and of patience." 

When Jehovah proved that He was a consum- ^aron. 
ing fire, and was determined to be sanctified in 
them who came near to Him, by destroying 
Aaron's two sons, who had offered strange fire 
before Him, that saint of Grod maintained a humble 
resigned silence. "Aaron held his peace ;"^ he 
was dumb, not opening his mouth. " It was a 
speaking silence," as Matthew Henry says. " It 
said, K GkHl be sanctified, Aaron is satisfied." 

When the whole of Job's family perished in the Joi* 
overthrow of tlieir elder brother's house by the 
desert blast, that perfect and upright man " arose 
and rent his mantle, and covered his head, and 
fell down on the ground, and worshipped, and 
said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, 
and naked shall I return thither ; the Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the 
name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, 
nor charged God foolishly." 

Eli, on learning the dreadful doom that awaited mi. 
his children, and his children's children, humbly 

1 Lev. X. 3. 
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and submissively bowed to the Divine, righteous 
though awful, decree : " It is the Lord : let him 
do that which seemeth good in his sight." ^ 

Of all the recorded examples of dutiful suffering 
under bereavement, recorded in Scripture, none is 
more rich in appropriate instruction to parents 
mourning the loss of young children, than that of 
David. The narrative is so iuU of beauty and 
interest, that I give it in the inspired historian's 
own words : — " The Lord struck the child that 
Uriah's wife bare to David, and it was very sick. 
David, therefore, besought Grod for the child, and 
David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon 
the earth. And the elders of his house arose, and 
went to him to raise him up from the earth ; but 
he would not, neither did he eat bread with them. 
And it came to pass on the seventh day that the 
child died : and the servants of David feared to 
tell him that the child was dead : for they said, 
Behold, while the child was yet alive we spake 
unto him, and he woidd not hearken unto our 
voice ; how wiU he then vex himself, if we teU him 
that the child is dead? But when David saw 
that his servants whispered, David perceived that 
the child was dead : therefore David said unto 

1 2Sam. iillS. 
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his servants, Is the child dead 1 and they said, He 
is dead. Then David arose from the earth, and 
washed and anointed himself, and changed his 
apparel, and came into the house of the Lord, and 
worshipped : then he came to his own house ; and 
when he required they set bread before him, and 
he did eat. Tlien said his servants to him. What 
thing is this that thou hast done 1 Thou didst 
fast and weep for tlie child while it was alive ; but 
when the child was dead thou didst rise and eat 
bread. And he said, Wliile the child was yet alive, 
I fasted and wept ; for I said. Who can tell whether 
God will be gracious to me, that the child may 
live? But now he is dead, wherefore should I 
fast ? Can I bring him back again ? I shall go 
to him, but he shall not return to me."^ 

David, I am persuaded, could not have borne 
his aifliction in this way, had he been in the state 
of mind in wliich he was but a very short while 
before, with a sense of unconfessed, unpardoned 
guilt on his conscience. But he had "acknowledged 
his sin to the Lord ; he had not hid his iniquity ; 
lie had confessed his transgression, and the Lord 
had forgiven him the iniquity of his sin." "I 
have sinned against the Lord," said he in deep 

1 2 Sam. xii. 15-23. 
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contrition to the prophet Nathan ; and Nathau 
had said to him in the name of the Lord, << The 
Lord also hath put away thy sin : thou shalt not 
die." ^ It is the faith of forgiving mercy that alone 
can enable a man, with child-like submission, with 
hearty acquiescence, to bow under the chastening 
hand of Crod. It was Luther, I think, who said, 
" Strike, Lord ! — seeing Thou hast forgiven me 
all my trespasses." 

There is a still more touching picture of silent 
suffering presented to us in the inspired page — 
" There stood by the cross of Jesus his mother." 
Was there ever mere mortal sorrow like her sor- 
row ? Simeon's prediction is now fuLGilled. " A 
sword pierced through her soul." Yet, to use 
the words of an old divine, " She stood without 
clamour or womanish noises, sad and silent, and 
with a modest grief, deep as the waters of the 
abyss, but smooth as the face of a pool, full of 
love, and patience, and sorrow, and hope : but her 
hope drew a veil before her sorrow, and though 
her grief was great enough to swallow her up, 
yet her love was greater, and did swallow up her 
grief." 2 This is a fancy sketch, but who can 
doubt that it is true as to the life 1 

» 2 Sam. xii. 13. '^ Jeremy Taylor, Life of Christ. 
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True reKgion is the same in all ages. I shall, 
ere leaving this part of the subject, bring before 
your notice two or three instances from later times, 
of the right way of bearing the loss of children. 

The first example of suffering and patience shall Ebenuer 
be that good and great man, Ebenezer Erseine, 
who is sometimes called the father of our religious 
denomination. On the death of one child we find 
him saying, " I find that since the death of the 
child, my soul has been more quickened in the way 
of duty than formeriy, more lively in prayer, more 
resolved to follow the Lord, and to cleave to Him. 
I find that I needed this spur of affliction, to 
excite me to my duty, and it has made me more 
importunate in behalf of my poor child who is 
a-dying." And on a second death he says, "I 
have grounds of hope that my sweet Henry is now 
praising and triumphing with Christ in glory." 
On the death of a third child,^ of five years of age, 
he says, " I cannot express the grief of my heart 
for the loss of this child, the other two strokes 
being so late (recent). The Lord make me content 
with His dispensations, and give me the sanctified 
use of these repeated breaches He has made upon 
my poor family. I hope to be gathered unto 

I These three deaths took place within the space of one year. 
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Christ with my little ones ere long. I have had 
a sore parting, but they and I, I hope, shall have 
a joyful meeting. O'that I were fit for the work 
which my pleasant babes are now employed in ! If 
I get the eternal Son of Qod into my heart, I shall 
not be at a loss for my three sons that are gone. 
Lord, let me find upmakdng in thyself. I am 
content to be bereaved of all I have in the world, 
if thou wilt give me thyself as my sure portion." 
On the death of another child, a little daugh- 
ter, he writes thus : — " Upon the 7th day of 
December, my dear, sweet, and pleasant child, 
Isabel Erskine, died of the smaU-pox, on the 
ninth day of the eruption. I got freedom during 
her sickness, particularly the same forenoon before 
she died, to present her before the Lord, and to 
plead his covenant on her behalf. The Lord 
enabled me to quit her fireely to Him, on this 
account, that He had a far better title to her 
than I. She was mine only as her earthly father. 
She is His, by creation, preservation, by dedica- 
tion to Him in baptism, and His also, I hope, by 
covenant and redemption, and therefore, I am 
persuaded, she is now His by glorification ; and 
that she is with the Lord Jesus, and with her 
dear mother, triumphing with God in glory. I 
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had a particular affection for the child, and doted 
but too much upon her, because she was the likest 
her mother of any of the children, both as to her 
countenance and humour. But I see that the Lord 
will not allow me to have any idols, but will have 
the whole of my heart to Himself. And, Lord, 
let it be so. Amen, and amen. She died plea- 
santly, without any visible pang or throe ; her 
soul, I hope, being carried by angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom, and her body buried by her mother's 
side in her brother's grave. I take it kindly that 
the Lord comes to my family to gather lilies 
wherewith to garnish the upper sanctuary ; ' for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.' And oh, it 
sometimes affords me a pleasing prospect to think, 
I have so much plenishin ^ in heaven before me, 
and that, when I enter the gates of glory, I shall 
not only be welcomed by the whole general 
assembly of saints and angels, but my wife and 
four pleasant babes will, in a particular manner, 
welcome me to those regions of glory, and I shall 
join in the halleligahs of the higher house, which 
shall never have an end." ^ 

» ScMtM, household property. 

2 Fra.oer'8 Life atid Diary of the Rev. Ebenezer Erskim, pp. 268, 
269, 301, 302. A condensed Memoir of Ebenezer Brskine, by the 
Rer. Dr. Harper, of distinguished moit, forms part of one of the 

I 
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The second example, in some respects a still 
johnoiM. more striking one, is John Glas, one of the first 
who in this country was enlightened in the true 
spiritual character of the kingdom of Christ. His 
son and daughter-in-law, with a sweet little grand- 
daughter, during their voyage to Britain from a 
foreign country, were most cruelly murdered by 
pirates. Mr. Glas was at that time living in 
Perth, and eagerly expecting to hear of the arrival 
of his beloved son and family. Mr. Thomas 
Sandeman, who was accustomed to bring him the 
newspaper, was thunderstruck when he read in it 
the intelligence of the murder, and at the utmost 
loss how to communicate the unexpected event. 
But it must be done. The paper was laid before 
the old man in silence, and his friend pointed to 
the mournful paragraph. The aged father read it, 
and, like Aaron, held his peace. " Perhaps," 
said his friend, breaking the solemn silence, " per- 
haps it may not be true." " It is too circum- 
stantially told," said the venerable man, " not to 
be true ; " and after a short pause, added, " It is 
the Lord ; His will be done." He removed to 
his closet for a short time, and afterwards received 

volumcH of that ably conducted publication, The United Presl^t^an 
Falhers. 
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the condolence of several brethren who came to 
express their sympathy with him in this mournful 
event. He bore his affliction with much com- 
posure, and some hours afterwards joined the 
church at their ordinary worship, with a tranquil- 
lity which astonished them. 

Some weeks after, when accounts arrived from 
Ireland of the trial and execution of the mur- 
derers, he expressed himself thus : " It would be a 
glorious instance of Divine mercy and sovereign 
goodness, if Greorge Glas and his murderers should 
meet together in heaven ; " thus imitating Him 
who said, " Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do." ^ 

The other example of becoming behaviour under 
bereavement I refer to, is the late William Hey wiiiumHe 
of Leeds, one of the most distinguished surgeons 
of his time. He thus expresses himself on the 
day on which he was to lay the last of eight 
children in the grave. " Lord, I would offer 
my most hearty and solemn thanksgivings for thy 
mercies shown to my dear children. Four of 
them thou wast pleased to call out of this dan- 
gerous and sinful world during the state of infancy. 

1 Memoir of Glas, prefixed to his Narrative of the Rise and Progress 
of the CorUrovertjf respecting the National Covenants, p. 81. 
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I surrendered them to thee in the holy ordinance 
of baptism, and committed them to thy disposal. 
Thou didst remove them ere the pollutions of the 
world had led their corrupt hearts astray, and 1 
humbly hope thou didst receive them to thy 
glory. Concerning other four, whom thou hast 
called hence in adult age, thou hast graciously 
given me the most solid hopes. They were early 
taught, by thy grace, to flee for refuge to the 
Friend of sinners, and thou didst prolong their 
lives till they had given clear proofe of a sound 
conversion. Though prepared, as I hope, to 
glorify thee on the earth, thou didst dispense 
with their services, and didst remove them hence 
in the beginning of their usefulness. But thy 
grace was with them. In their sickness, and at 
the approach of death, they were enabled to 
rejoice in thy salvation. The last of them, I am 
this day to commit to the silent grave, but in the 
sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection to 
eternal life. What shall I render to thee for all 
thy mercies ! that my future life might more 
abundantly show forth thy praise ! " ^ 

^ Pearson's Life of Uey, vol. IL pp. 89, 90. I should have been dis- 
posed to bring forward here a fourth " example of suffiaring affliction 
and of patience " — the distinguished Qerman biblical critic and com- 
mentator, Bbnob£, who has been described, by one who knew him 
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CONCLUSION. 

And now for the practical personal improve- 
ment of all that has been said in this discourse. 

1. Let bereaved Christian parents, who may, i. Exhorta- 
like Rachel, be weeping for their children, endea- ,Jl"ed 
vour to act out that holy, resigned, cheerful suffer- PawutT 
ing, which, both in precept and example, I have 
endeavoured to bring before their minds. 

Let them remember that they cannot harden 
themselves in sorrow without disregarding the 
highest authority. " Thus saith the Lord, Re- 
frain thy voice from weeping and thine eyes from 
tears." When He says. Be still ; the tempestuous 

well, as being "as pious as he was industrious, as child-like as he was 
learned, as rich in spirit as he was acute in mind, as humble as he 
was great :"—" eyes to the blind, counsel to the seeing, a leader to 
the weak, a pattern to the strong, a luminary to the learned, an orna- 
ment to the church." The extracts illustrative of his exercise of mind 
on the loss of children are too long to be introduced into the text. 
As they are singularly beautiful, and much calcidated to soothe and 
to instruct bereaved parents, and as they are not at all likely other- 
wise to come under the notice of the great body of those for whose 
benefit this little book is intended, I have inserted them in the 
Appendix, No. I. 

I 2 
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ocean becomes calm ; and shall the tempest of 
your grief be less controllable 1 

It is the voice of pily and love as well as 
authority. Jesus had compassion upon the widow 
of Nain, and said, " Weep not." He forbids you 
but to do what would dishonour Him and injure 
yourselves and others. 

He gives good reasons for the command. " Thy 
work shall be rewarded — thy children shall come 
again from the land of the enemy — ^there is hope 
in thine end — and thy children shall come again 
to their own border." And all this is as sure as 
the repeated declaration, " Thus saith the Lord," 
can make it. " By two immutable things, in 
which it is impossible for Gk)d to lie," He gives 
you strong consolation. He draws you to obe- 
dience "with cords of a man, with bands of 
love." 

Say if all I have brought forward in the form 
of consolatory consideration be not true ? and if 
it be true, is it reasonable to give yourself up to 
hopeless regrets and unavailing sorrow 1 Put not 
away from you these strong consolations. Seek 
the promised influence of the good Spirit, who is 
the Comforter, to unlock to you these " wells of 
salvation," and to enable you to drink of them 
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till you forget your sorrows, and remember your 
misery no more. 

Seek deliverance from the "evil heart of unbe- 
lief," and you will find, to your happy experience, 
that "according to your faith, so shall it be to you." 
When you think of your children as in the land 
of the enemy, realize their certain and joyful 
emancipation and return, and let your thoughts 
chiefly dwell on your " own border," " the better 
country, even the heavenly," where, in perfect 
happiness and perfect security, you and they shall 
for ever dwell. 

" Let us," as Dr. Doddridge says, " be much 
concerned that we may not bear all the smart of 
such an affliction, and, through our folly, lose all 
the benefit which otherwise might be a rich equi- 
valent. * Let us search and try our ways, that we 
turn again to the Lord.* Let us pray that, 
through our tears, we may read our duty, and 
that by the heat of the furnace we may be so 
melted, that our dross may be purged away, and 
the Divine image enstamped on our souls in 
brighter and fairer characters." 

"In one word, let us set our hearts more on 
that God who is infinitely better to us than ten 
children ; who hath, we trust, given us ' a name 
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better than that of sons and daughters — an ever- 
lasting memorial that shall not be cut off ; ' and 
who can abundantly supply the place of all earthly 
eiyoyments with the rich communications of His 
grace." 

Thus shall we be enabled to " glorify our (lod 
in the fires ; " thus shall " tribulation work 
patience, and patience experience, and experience 
hope," the hope which makes not ashamed ; thus 
shall <Hhe chastisement^ though for the present 
not joyous, but grievous, afterwards," in time and 
eternity, on earth and in heaven, "yield the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness to us who have 
been exercised " — disciplined — " by it." 

2. The whole of this discourse has been ad- 
dressed to religious parents. But there are many 
irreligious parents — irreligious parents "weeping 
for their children, and refiising to be comforted, 
because they are not." I pity, sincerely, deeply 
pity, such persons. But I can say little to com- 
fort them. I have good hope as to the final 
happiness even of their infant offspring ; but 
while they are unbelievers, they cannot be par- 
takers of that hope, nor of the satisfaction which 
grows out of it. that I could make them 
feel the salutary terror naturally connected with 
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the thought that, unless they repent, " there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth," when they 
see their own infant children " sitting down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
€rod, while they themselves are shut out." 

With regard to their children who have lived 
long enough to " serve themselves," as Mr. Boston 
says, "heirs to their sad inheritance" — ^to take 
actual possession of it in personal guilt and de- 
veloped depravity, and who, through sinful ne- 
glect, lived and died in ignorance both of their 
danger and the only way of escape, what can be 
said but what the prophet says, " They have died 
in their iniquity," but their blood will God require 
at their unnatural parents' hands. 

To such most pitiable parents, if I could get 
their ear, I would say, 'You have injured your 
children irreparably ; add not to their misery by 
going to them to "that place of torment," to 
which your carelessness and their own guilt have 
consigned them. Deeply as you have injured 
them, a fear of increased misery renders them 
desirous you should never come there. Comply 
with that desire, it is the only way you can now 
do them a favour. To them this is but on your 
part equity^ while to yourselves it is the highest 
wisdom.' 
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* Their state is hopeless, but yours is not yet so. 
That is a land of the enemy from which there is 
no rescue, no return. But there is here pardon, 
there is here salvation even for you, murderers of 
the souls of your own children, if you will but 
accept it. " The blood of Jesus Christ, God's 
Son, cleanseth from all sin." 

* Have you children still remaining with you 1 
For their sakes, as well as your own, and that of 
the hopelessly lost — ^tum — ^believe — ^live. "As 
you value your own happiness, and that of those 
who are dear to you, in the faith of the gospel 
take the Lord for your Grod and the God of your 
seed. In committing yourselves to the Redeemer's 
mercy, you place your families under His shadow ; 
and what makes your salvation certain makes theirs 
probable." ^ Listen to this expression of Divine 
compassion for you, even for you. It is enough 
to melt the most hell-hardened heart. " O that 
there were such an heart in them, that they would 
fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them and with their 
children for ever." 

* Are you not crying. What must we do for our 
own salvation — for the salvation of our children ? 

^ Belfrage. 
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The first thing to be done, which will secure that 
all the rest shall follow, is to comply with the 
apostle's command. It is addressed to you as well 
as to the jailer of Philippi : " Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house." ' 

Should this be the result, the loss of the child 
will be the occasion of the salvation of the parent ; 
the death of one child be the life of the rest ; and 
there will be additional reason given to " the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places " 
to wonder through eternity at the wisdom and 
grace of Him who 

" From seeming evil still educes good, 
And better thence again, and better still. 
In infinite progression," ^ 

and who can and will bring the greatest real good 
out of the greatest real evil. 

" the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of Grod ! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out ! 
For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things : to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen." 2 

1 Thomson. ^ Rom. xi. 38, 86. 
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No. I. 

BENQEL ON THE DEATH OF HIS CHILDREN AND 
GRANDCHILDREN. 

Bengel had twelve children, six of whom died in 
their infancy. The early loss of these children occa- 
sioned severe sufferings to so affectionate a father. 
The following extracts will show with what meek 
resignation he submitted to the chastisement of his. 
heavenly Father : — 

ON THE DEATH OF SOME OF HIS CHILDREN; 

" Our joy of late has been considerably moderated 
by many a concern about our dear children. In 
endeavouring to cheer myself and others under the 
cross which continually attends us, I find use enough 
for what Christian knowledge and experience I have 
acquired. 

" Our heavenly Father has again brought my dear 
wife safely through her sorrows. On the morning of 
the 29th of August, the same day on which, three 
years ago, our little Joanna Regina, now reposing in 
the churchyard, was bom, we received in safety a 
healthy little girl, to whom, as she was bom on the 
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same day of the year, we have given a similar name, 
Anna Begina. We would not choose quite the same 
name, because we thought it ought to haye some dis- 
tinction from hers, whom we still regard as one of the 
fjEunily, though she is fsdlen asleep." 

That child lived only a year. The following veiy 
interesting and affecting letter was written by Bengel 
to his parents, immediately after her funeral : — 

" We thank you for the wreaths you sent us, to 
dress the coffin of our departed and still beloved 
child, Anna Begina ; and we thank you still more for 
your affectionate and parental sympathy, as also for 
your consoling letter. I feel constrained to give you, 
in return, some simple account of what God has dis- 
covered to us under this visitation of His love. 

" When, six weeks before our child's illness, I was 
suffering by scarlet fever, I endeavoured, as I had 
done during a former illness, to get my heart into a 
state of more than ordinary tenderness ; but I was 
unable, this time, to bring my feelings into such 
entire self-abasement as I wished. I complained of 
it to a friend who visited me, and expressed to him 
my expectation that some severer affliction, which 
would better answer the pmpose, awaited me. It 
has arrived, and answered my wishes. While our 
dear child was lying under so much suffering, and 
very near its end, I felt the keenest pangs at the 
thought of losing it ; far more so than I had ever felt 
before, even when I lost our other dear children. 
Indeed, no occasion of the kind ever distressed me 
so much. Still I was enabled, without feeling the 
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presence of others any interruption, to attend the 
dear child with prayers, supplications, and tears, 
till its soul had gained the victory. I was led, during 
the whole time, to meditate deeply upon two things : 
1st, The righteousness of God which had thus dis- 
figured and destroyed such a little tender frame of 
body, on accoimt of sin inherited from its parents, 
and through us from the stock of Adam ; and 2d, 
That grace of Grod by which such a transit through 
death conducts to life everlasting. Hence, our little 
sufferer^s pitiable convulsions and labourings for breath 
no longer aggravated my distress. My spirit became 
so cheered and strengthened, that, notwithstanding 
this additional affliction, at the prospect of another 
bereavement, I felt in the inward man more comfort 
and enjoyment than I had ever realized in the best 
pleasures of my life. And as I reclined my head 
upon my dying child's little couch, I thought I could 
gladly die with it that moment. 

" After its precious soul was departed, I went into 
the room where it was laid out, and reclined again by 
the side of it, to repose awhile, and again thought how 
desirable such an exchange must be. David, at his 
wretched Absalom's death, was urged by his feelings 
to exclaim, ' that I had died for thee !' But there 
was no need for me to use such lamentation as this 
for a child that had never lived to enter into the se- 
ductions of a wicked world. In my own case it was 
sufficient that I could utter the sweet plaint of a 
Christian parent's love, *0 that I had died with 
thee !' 

K 2 



114 APPENDIX. 

'' The bills of mortality show that more than half 
the human race die in infancy and childhood. As 
God, then, gave us jwt children, and has now taken 
away thrbe, we are not to think ourselves more 
hardly dealt with than others ; especially as these 
dear little ones have doubtless entered on a good 
exchange. 

" There is much in the consideration that so many 
immortal beings are just shown to this world, and so 
quickly removed into another, and that the number 
of the elect is mainly accomplished in this way. They 
are those plants which are gathered and housed the 
moment they are in season ; while others, who arrive 
at maturer age, are as the fewer plants, which, being 
left for seed, remain longer out in wind and weather. 
What pains one's natural feelings most, is that we so 
much miss the delight we have enjoyed in the lovely 
innocent ways of a thriving child. But even this is 
made up for, by the sure and certain prospect of what 
is far better. We do not regret the fall of the sweet 
and delightful blossoms of our plants and trees, 
though they soon drop off in such multitudes, because 
the firuit which succeeds is attended with more sub- 
stantial enjoyment. 

" Had we had no such child bom to us a year ago, 
it is true we should not have been in our present 
sorrow ; but having attended it this day to its grave, 
we are temporally in the same situation as if we had 
never possessed it. And yet we can count it gain, to 
be able to reckon one more child of our own in 
heaven. It, therefore, was neither *made for nought,' 
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nor brought into the world in vain, nor has the care 
we expended on it been thrown away. And now that 
such care has ceased, and responsibility with it, we have 
the more leisure to attend to the one thing needful, 
and to direct to this great object, in a more undivided 
manner, the attention of our two surviving children. 

"No sooner was its last struggle over, than the 
little corpse, with ashes put into its hand, was 
adorned with clean linen, flowers, citrons, wreaths, 
&c, which, indeed, could only die and decay with it ; 
and which afforded but a poor and momentary 
agreeableness to the eye ; but how beautiful must 
that adorning be, with which our heavenly Father 
clothes the soul in his own presence, in the presence 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of His holy angels. 

" Our chief hindrance to entire resignation is, that 
we are so much addicted to things present and visible, 
while eternal realities are as yet so foreign to us, and 
so little known. But could we take one glance at the 
condition of a spirit thus departed, we could never 
regret and lament, as we are apt to do, the decease 
of relatives and Mends ; but our grief would be 
rather on account of the dim-sightedness of weeping 
survivors. 

" Surely, when the door of paradise is opened to 
let in any of our departed Mends, delicious breezes 
blow through it upon us, from that abode of blessed- 
ness. And we ought to avail ourselves of such re- 
freshing influence ; we ought to let it quicken us in 
following after those who have gone before us, rather 
than wish those friends back again to a world like 
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this. Who could ever think of congratulatiDg any 
that had been enjoying the heavenly rest and security 
for ten, a hundred, or a thousand years together, upon 
their having to return back again to the perils and 
dangers of the present life ? Why, then, should we 
regard it as an affliction, that any one of our number 
has escaped from such perils, and is only entered into 
perfect peace and security ? If a vacancy has been made 
in the fsanily circle, let it also be remembered, that 
another vacancy has been filled up in heaven. 

'^ The nearer we in this world are approaching to 
the end of all things, the more welcotne should be 
the thought of dying ; because every departed 
Christian finds that the multitude of the blessed is 
increasingly outnumbering the militant remnant ; and 
because the whole family of God are thus successively 
gathering in, that we may all be together for ever 
with the Lord. 

"At the funeral I accepted the condolence and 
consolations of kind friends, as heartily as if I had 
possessed no stock of these for myself ; and thus Grod, 
by their mouth, sent me many a good word in season, 
particularly about the commimion we still share in 
the TOTAL number of our dear children, who are distri- 
buted at present between earth and heaven ; likewise, 
about the mutual recognition of friends, whom we 
shall meet in a better world. As we walked from 
the house behind the corpse, I looked up to the 
serene heaven, and my mind itself became as serene 
as if no such funeral were going on. In the church- 
yard, after the coffin lid was removed, and the 
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bunches of flowers which had been fastened to the 
white pall, were added to the rest inside, I beheld 
once more the face of our blessed child. The sun 
was shining with overpowering brightness in the 
cloudless sky, and I could not forbear saying to the 
bystanders, as I pointed first to the corpse and then 
to the sun, * So will that dear child look, which is now 
no longer like itself.* Animated as I felt with such 
a hope, I could easily have taken the shovel out of 
the sexton's hands, and myself have done the office of 
closing up the little chamber of rest ; although, when 
my first-bom, our dear little Albert Frederic, was 
buried, the sight of the ceremony at that time made 
such a sad disturbance in my heart. But, on the 
present occasion, I went from the grave into the 
church with so much cheerfulness of spirit, that I 
even wished the remainder of the service could have 
been reserved for the time of my own departure, 

" We are now, once more, outside the burial gate, 
under our own roof, and returned to the necessary oc- 
cupations of this vain and shadowy life. But we feel 
more sensibly than ever, that things are rapidly pre- 
paring us for the time, when these mortal bodies must 
be borne back through that gate. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord !" 

In the year 1723, his second son, Joseph, was boni, 
but lived only three months. A third, named John 
William, lived but fourteen days. On this latter 
occasion, the sorrowing father wrote as follows : — 

"Our John William was just shown to us, and 
its funeral will take place to-morrow morning. I have 
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thought more about its burial than its birth ; not 
because of unbelief, but to be prepared for the occa- 
sion. 

" The dear babe suffered, during the fourteen days 
of its little life, by jaundice, cough, and white erup- 
tion, with thrush, and died yesterday evening. You 
have, therefore, quite as good reason to congratulate 
us now, as you had fourteen days ago. 

" It came into this world to die and go to heaven. 
I know not whether this rapid succession of bereave- 
ments gives us the greater pain in one respect, or 
the LESS in another ; the greater on account of the 
deeply wounded state of our hearts, because we lose 
them so soon ; or the less, because we are more ac- 
customed to it. We are willing, however, to abide 
in the hands of God ; let Him do with us whatever 
seemeth Him good. 

" Besides, we have not even yet the afflictions of 
Job ; we have not lost all, nor all at once, like him. 
We have not lost seven, nor any of our grown children, 
nor any when absent from us ; not even two at once, 
much less seven at once ; nor any by tempest : all 
which circumstances together aggravated the affliction 
of Job. And even had it been our lot to bear all 
this, still it would have become us to arm ourselves 
with Job's patience ; which we should have found the 
easier of having his case and example before us, and 
from our being nearer than he was to the great con- 
summation. Amen. The everlasting God be gracious 
to us, not forsaking us in the time of adversity.'' 
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ON THE DEATH OF A GRANDDAUGHTER. 

" The now happy little E. F. I. is registered in our 
hearts, though tJie shortness of her stay in this world 
has prevented us from seeing her. But she was not 
bom in vain. The difference between her own span 
of life and ours was merely this, that she was per- 
mitted to reach the mark by the shortest way. Let 
Grod now rejoice her spirit in the company of her 
little brother who preceded her ; yes, let God comfort 
her now after the time that he afflicted her, and thus 
bestow, according to the good pleasure of His will, the 
more abiding joy upon my dear Maria, their mother. 
More especially, with respect to thee, my beloved 
daughter, may He alleviate thy days and nights, till 
thou art strengthened to quit the sick-chamber ; and 
may it please Him to grant to all of us, upon this 
occasion, renewed faith, love, patience, and hope, in 
measure ever more full and adequate to our neces- 
sities." 

ON THE ILLNESS OF A GRANDCHILD. 

" December 27, 1746. 
"I would add a few words to thee, my beloved 
daughter. You say you are become in some degree 
resigned about witnessing the continual sufferings of 
your dear little one ; and well may we learn under 
the fatherly hand of God. He is doing all things 
well ; but then we must estimate every event, not 
according to what our nature feels by it now, but 
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according to the end we shall find answered by it, 
when we are got home. Let us plead and fully de- 
pend on the name of Jesus for the little darling, and 
for ourselves : and let that great name be a real com- 
fort and blessing to us. Your dear uncle, my own 
brother, often suffered by convulsions in his infancy. 
As long as there is life there is hope, without requir- 
ing any special miracle. Let us only serve Grod in 
prayer and supplication, always waiting wpon him 
and waiting /or him. May He lead every one of us, 
with His own hand, out of the departing year into 
the new." 

ON THE DEATH OF THIS GRANDCHILD. 

" I will now add a word in reply to yourself, my 
beloved daughter. We may safely say, that all has 
been well with the precious child, while it was with 
us ; and we shall go to it by and by. One benefit of 
its sufferings is, that our remembrance of it is the 
more dear and tenderly affecting to us. Heretofore 
thy child depended upon thee ; now thy soul follows 
after it. This is all right. Our faithful Father in 
heaven does it out of mere kindness. He may have 
sent it as a chastening, but He designs it as a benefit. 
May the consolations of God, which are neither few 
nor small, be intimately experienced by both of you 
for permanent benefit. May He cause His face to 
shine the brighter upon yourselves after this tribula- 
tion. Trouble not thyself about the past sufferings 
of the dear little creature ; she is now removed from 
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all suffering, and among the spirits of the just made 
perfect. If the merciful Grod has conmoanded man to 
be merciful to his beast, and eyen to the bird upon 
her nest, how is it possible He can ever gratuitously 
inflict so many sufferings upon our dear little ones ? 
Doubtless there is a wise, good, and beneyolent reason 
for it" * 



No. II. 

DR. LAWSON's reflections ON THE ILLNESS AND 
DEATH OF A BELOVED DAUGHTER.* 



July IsL — Lord, if thou shouldst grant [offer] me 
one of these two favours— either all the kingdoms of 
the world and the glories of them, or the life of my 
Charlotte — I would not hesitate a moment in the 
choice, although the kingdoms of the world were a 

1 Bark's Metnoir of John Albert Bengel, Prelate in WirtembeiK- 
Translated by B. F. Walker, H.A. Pp. 452-457 : 464-466. 

> The little work from which these extracts are made is a most 
touching picture of sanctified natural affection, and is singularly fitted 
to be osefnl to bereaved parents. Its author, the Bey. G^rge Lawson, 
D.D., Selkirk, Professor of Divinity in one of the Sections of the Seces- 
sion Church, was one of the greatest and best men of his times. The 
Record firom which the above extract is made was found in the Doctor's 
repositoiies. It is plainly written with no intention of being ever 
puUished. 

L 
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thousand times more numerous, and the glories of 
them a thousand times greater, than they are. And 
I would hesitate as little between her natural and her 
eternal life. that my Charlotte ' may live before 
thee,* whether she liye with me or be taken from 
me ! 

" The history of the Syrophenician woman, whose 
daughter was possessed by the devil, is rich in in- 
struction and comfort. The poor young woman could 
not come, and perhaps could not be brought to Jesus 
— or perhaps her mother had none to assist her in 
bringing her daughter to the great Physician to move 
His compassion. The mother herself came unto him, 
and said, ' Lord, thou Son of David, my daughter 
is grievously vexed with a devil.' She knew that 
Jesus was the son of David, the great, the promised 
Messiah. But she had not the same opportunities 
that we have of knowing the riches of the mercy of 
the Son of David. She might have read these de- 
lightful words, but she had not the means that we 
have of imderstanding the riches of their meaning : 
* He shall deliver the needy when he crieth ; the 
poor also, and him that hath none to help him. He 
shall spare the poor and needy, and he shall save the 
souls of the needy — and precious shall their blood be 
in his sight.' 

" Lord, * I am poor and needy.' Did I possess the 
riches of Solomon, I should be poor and needy when 
my poor child is at the gates of death and none can 
help her. My heart is wrung with anguish when I 
behold her lying insensible on her bed, and hear the 
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physicians say that nothing more can be done for her, 
and that they cannot give me the least ground of 
hope. But, O Lord, unto thee do I seek, unto thee I 
commit my darling. O do what thou pleasest, but 
let her soul be precious in thy sight ! O give me the 
pleasing hope that I shall see her in glory at the right 
hand of Christ, when he comes with all his saints. O 
blessed Jesus, can I hope too much from thy grace ? 

" Tears run down from mine eyes. But thou be- 
heldest the weeping widow of Nain, and didst restore 
the dead child aliTe to his distressed mother. I expect 
no miracles. I am far from ranking myself with these 
distinguished favourites of Heaven, in later times, for 
whom God has been pleased sometimes to perform 
works of wonder that astonished beholders. Infi- 
nitely shall I be indebted to the sovereign grace of 
God, if I am placed the lowest among all the saints 
of God. Lord, I know in name degree my own un- 
worthiness. But ob, h^*k upon the &ce of thine 
Anointed, and have c^miitat^ion on us, that my poor 

child perish nt/t, 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

^^JtUy2tL~'l wts*!fp ffff my Charlotte. Who wiQ 
blame me for it ? Tiuma only who knew her not, or 
who know n//t tntt, Th« dispositions which she pos- 
sessed in An t!tn'ifUiUi disgree, were such as always 
powerfully aiUuihtd my heart wherever I had an 
opportunity of o)j««nring their fruits. 

*^ I weep for C*harlotte, and my tears are mingled 
with prayers. 'I have heard thy prayers, I have 
seen thy tears,' said God to Hezekiah ; ' I will add 
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unto thy days fifteen yeaxs.* Who knows but God 
may hear my prayers, and see my tears, and add 
some years to the life of my Charlotte in this world? 
Alas ! can I say to God, * I have walked before thee 
in truth, and with a perfect heart V I have endea- 
voured to walk in truth before God. I have exposed 
myself to much reproach, that I might walk up- 
rightly ;^ but I dare not make Hezekiah's appeal. 
One thing, however, I will venture to say : I endea- 
vour to place all my dependence on that righteous- 
ness, by which Hezekiah and all former saints have 
been justified. My holiness, if I can pretend to holi- 
ness, is not to be compared with that of Hezekiah, 
for I am less than the least of all saints. But Jesus 
is my hope and my life. In His name I desire to 
trust. In His name I pray. Lord, for the sake of 
Him who said, ' Suffer little children to come unto 
me,* accept of Charlotte. She is thine, save her. I 
am in affliction, but thou delightest in mercy. 

1 The reference here is to the part the Author thought himself 
called on to take in certain transactions in the religious body to which 
he belonged, which paved the way for two extenaiYe ecclesiastical 
unions, rich in blessing to this country; and which will, I trust, lead 
to a third, still more extensive and more propitious. The flood of 
malignant calumny and scurrility which was poured on Dr. Lawson on 
that occasion would be incredible, did not " litera, tcripta tnanentJ* 
The numerous virulent pamphlets of his accusers, are, some of them, 
still to be met with. And his Considerationt, which provoked them, 
though, indeed, fitted to "provoke" to nothing but "love and good 
works," remains a monument of his "godly sincerity " and " meekness 
of wisdom ;" and a valuable document as to one of the most impor- 
tant crises in the ecclesiastical history of this country. It waa In the 
midst of this " strife of tongues" that these Refltciion* were written 
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save her from sin and from destruction, for thy 
mercy's sake ! 

" I will weep for Charlotte. Who will forbid me 
the consolation of tears 1 I should think that I did 
her great injustice did I not often weep for her. 
Dearly she loved me. Greatly did she deserve my 
love. But, dearly as I loved her, what is my love to 
the love of that God, in whom I trust as my God, 
and the God of my seed ? He does not give her that 
relief which I greatly wish ; but He is infinitely wiser 
than I. He will compensate all her sorrows in that 
land where sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Sweet hope ! Let no man attempt to bereave me 
of it. It is founded on the Scriptures, on the mercy 
of Grod, on the exceeding abundant grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

" Whether God be pleased to spare Charlotte to 
me, or to make up the residue of her years in a better 
country, my resolutions are these. that the grace 
of God may enable me to execute them ! 

" I wiU mourn over the sins which have provoked 
God to stretch out His hand against me. Let me in 
particular mourn over the disproportionable share 
that creatures have in my love. I do not think that 
I loved Charlotte more than she deserved to be 
loved. But my narrow heart is capable only of a 
certain portion of this pleasing affection, and much 
too large a portion of it has been occupied by the 
gifts which God has bestowed on me. that I 
could love the Lord my God with all my heart ! 
Never can I love Jesus as He ought to be loved. 

L 2 
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Jesus, and not any mere creature, is my Saviour. 
Grod, and no man, is my portion. 

" * I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because 
I have sinned a^inst him,* and will ' put my mouth 
in the dust, if so be there may be hope.' 

" I will bless His name for the reasons I have to 
think that Charlotte has been made a partaker of 
His grace. I cannot expect miraculous discoveries of 
the happiness of her condition. I rejoice that, amidst 
many reasons I have to believe that God has been 
gracious to her, I have none to believe the reverse. 

" I will bless the Lord that my other children have 
some farther space of preparation for heaven allowed 
them ; and that I have farther space given me to 
train them up in the way that they should go. 

" I will make no invidious comparisons between my 
other children and Charlotte. With some of them I 
have much reason to be satisfied. All of them I love 
as gifts bestowed on me by God, as the brethren 
and sisters of my Charlotte, who loved them and was 
loved by them, as the children of my dear companion 
in affliction, as persons committed to me by God, to 
be trained up under my tuition for a better world, as 
members of the visible body of Christ, as persons for 
whom Christ died, as heirs of immortaHty, which I 
hope they will spend with me in the presence of the Lord. 

" I will henceforth be more earnest in my prayers 
for grace to my children, to the rising generation, to 
my people, to the church of God. *A11 souls are 
mine,' says Grod, and are they not as precious as the 
soul of my Charlotte ? 
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" Henceforth, my mind shall be raised above the 
good and bad things of the world. The best things 
of the world could not have preserved the life of 
Charlotte a single moment. How much better 
would it be to live with her in poverty, than to be 
seated on a throne, and be bereaved of Charlotte ! 
If God spare my children and my wife, dearer and 
better to me than any of my children, let Him give 
me, or deny me, what He pleases. Should He even 
take away these precious gifts, He takes away but 
what He gave. * Blessed be the name of the Lord.* 
And, therefore, when he spares them, or some of 
them, to me, what reason have I to complain ? What 
reason have I not to be thankful to the God of my 
mercies ? 

" I will be henceforth more grieved than ever for 
my sins. Am I so deeply depressed with the pro- 
spect of an affliction ? God forbid that I should 
choose sin rather than affliction ! I do not find my 
tears so ready to flow for my sins as for the feared 
loss of my darling. But if I would wilfully repeat 
any of my sins to secure her life, do I not then make 
it too evident that I prefer something in the world to 
God ? Christ gave His life, not to secure the present 
life of my favourite, but to cleanse her and me from 
our sins. 

" I will, through Divine grace, 'look for and hasten 
unto the coming of the day of the Lord,' when I shall 
again see the face of my Charlotte, and all my other 
best friends (amongst whom may the dear companion 
of my life and all my children be found) ! And oh, 
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how different from what they now are ! Now they 
bear the image of the earthly man ; but then shall 
they bear the image of the heavenly, and shine like 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

"Meanwhile I will endeavour to comfort myself 
with these glorious prospects. And oh, may the 
Comforter, who is the Holy Ghost, fill my soul with 
the consolations of His grace ! — Isa. xli. 17. 

" I have prayed and wept before the Lord ; yet 

my poor Charlotte is not recovered. She is in a far 

more hopeless condition than when I first made my 

requests concerning her known to Grod. Yet I will 

not say that God has turned away his mercy from 

me, or my prayer from Him. Let the event fall out, of 

which I live in constant fear. Yet I will not say 

that the Lord is not the hearer of prayer, nor will I 

even infer that he refuses to hear my prayers. I 

never prayed that she might live in this world, but 

with submission to the will of God. 

* * * * 

"July Sth. — Mercy, good Lord, mercy I crave. This 
is the total sum of all I need, and all I ask. Lord, 
let thy mercy come ! But let it come to my children 
as well as to myself ; let it come to my dear, dying 
child. Oh, this is a time of need for myself and for 
my poor child, and it is in a time of need that I am 
taught to expect mercy at thy throne of grace. 

" Thou art rich in mercy. There is enough for me. 
There is enough for Charlotte. There is a sufficiency 
for us alL The name of the Lord is, * The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and 
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abundant in goodness and truth.' What tender com- 
passions flowed in the heart of our Redeemer when 
he dwelt among us ! And he is not now less com- 
passionate. I will * look for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life/ for myself and for my 
children. 

" * Lord, come down ere my child die ! ' Soon will 
she die to me. No more opportunity shall I have to 
lift up a cry or prayer for her souL Lord, come 
down, and save her for thy mercy's sake. She is 

* poor and needy : Lord, make no tarrying ! ' 

* Lord Jesus, come quickly.' let not my great ini- 
quities provoke thee to hide thy fece from my poor 
distressed Charlotte. Pardon mine iniquity, for it is 
very great ! Pardon the iniquity of Charlotte, and 
visit her with thy salvation, that thy mercy may be 
for ever glorious, and that we may show forth the 

wonders of thy grace when time shall be no more ! 
* * * * 

" July 9th, — My poor Charlotte still breathes, but 
the fatal symptoms are still on the increase. Lord, 
turn not away my prayer from thee ! If Charlotte 
must live no longer to me, let her live unto God ! 

" I am dying in the person of my child, who is dear 
to me as mine own souL But I have this advantage, 
that through the help of Divine grace, I may still 
pray. that I could pour out my soul like water 
before the face of the Lord, when the eternal felicity 
of one so dear, and so justly dear to me, is in question ! 
Too little have I done for the good of her soul when 
opportunities were given me. 
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" I can now do nothing for her but recommend her 
to the tender compassions of Jesus. And oh, what 
reason have I to be thankful that the history of His 
life and death affords so many and so cheering in- 
stances of His compassion to the distressed, and of 
His compassion, in particular, to those who suppHcated 
His mercy for their children and for their enemies ! 

" He compassionated the hungry, and fed them by 
miracles which He did not work for Himself when He 
was an-hungered. He compassionated the sick, and 
healed them. He pitied those who were possessed 
by devils, and cast them out. He compassionated 
those who were like sheep without a shepherd, and 
enjoined his disciples to pray that God would raise 
them up pastors. Lord, my Charlotte is now like a 
lamb that has neither dam nor shepherd to take care 
of her ; for all our care, all that friends, all that 
physicians can do, is nothing. Be thou our shepherd, 
oh thou that gatherest the lambs with thine arms, and 
carriest them in thy bosom, that gently leadest those 
that are with yoimg ! 

" Christ's kindness to the lambs of his flock is to 
be understood of his care of the young. His kindness 
to the ewes with young signifies his tender care of 
those who are loaded with distress. Has not my 
Charlotte both these claims to the compassions of 
Him who ' feeds His flock like a shepherd ? * She is 
a young disciple. She is loaded with trouble, and 
with trouble that excludes all possibility of benefit to 
her soul from men. 

" All that we can do for her is to pray for her, in 
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her helpless case. But to pray aright for her is to do 
much. At the voice of prayer God has often delivered 
men from death. When continual prayer was made 
by the church for Peter in the prison, an angel was 
sent to open the prison doors. 

" Angels, though unseen by us, are still * minister- 
ing spirits to them who shall be the heirs of salvation.' 
Who knows what angels, at the command of €rod, 
may do for my poor Charlotte ? This at least they 
will do when her soul is released from the prison of 
her body. They will carry it into Abraham's bosom 
to be ever with the Lord. With what joy did she 
often hear me narrating stories of Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob, and Joseph and Elijah and Elisha, 
and of Peter and Paul, and of Jesus himself ! With 
what unknown transports of pleasure will she be 
filled when she enters into such blissful society, and 
is herself one of them ! But can I indulge the cheer- 
ing hope that my Charlotte is soon to be a companion 
of angels, and of the spirits of the just made perfect ? 
Yes, I will not renounce this hope. It appears to me 
to be founded on the sure word of God. 

" * I would not that ye should mourn for the dead 
as those that have no hope.* Who are the dead per- 
sons of whom the apostle speaks? How can we 
know who they are that have fallen asleep in Jesus ? 
This passage surely means, that we should set our 
mind at rest concerning our dear departed friends, 
young or old, who have given us all the evidence 
which in the ordinary course of things can be ex- 
pected, that they loved the name of our Redeemer. 
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Why then should we be painfully anxious about my 
lovely child ? It was not possible, since her illness 
appeared dangerous, that she should express her hope 
in Jesus. But I have always been of opinion, that 
much more stress is to be laid upon the course of a 
person's behaviour than upon deathbed expressions 
of hope, when we form an opinion of their real char- 
acter. It is by the doings of a child, as Solomon 
informs us, that we are to know 'whether his work 
be pure, and whether it be right.' (Prov. xx. 11.) 

"But my painful anxiety, although it would be 
dreadful, were it to continue with me through life, is 
not without its use at present. It awakens my de- 
sires, and fills my mouth with arguments at the 
throne of Grod. I will venture to say with David, 
* Hear my prayer, Lord, and give ear imto my cry. 
Hold not thy peace at my tears, for I am a stranger 
with thee and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 
spare me' by sparing my beloved child, * that she may 
recover strength before she go hence, to be no more.' 

" Her fever is extreme, and is greatly on the in- 
crease. More than one physician have told me- that 
nothing can be done for abating this symptom, or, 
indeed, any other symptom of her distress. May I 
not again use the words of David, ' I looked on my 
right hand and beheld, but there was no man that 
would know me ; refuge fia-iled me ; no man cared 
for my soul' (or no man's care availed me) ? * I cried 
unto thee, Lord. I said. Thou art my refuge and 
my portion in the land of the living. Attend unto 
my cry, for I am brought very low.' 
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" But do I forget that I am forbidden to hope for 
her life, or that miracles will not be wrought for me ? 
Let her soul be safe in the hands of Jesus. Enable 
me, Lord, with my whole heart, to commit her 
spirit to Him who never disappointed any who trusted 
in Him, to Him who spared not Himself, that we might 
be saved from perdition. If Jesus graciously pitied 
those who solicited bodily health from Him to their 
children, will He not show his pity to me when I seek 
the eternal salvation of my dearest child ? It was to 
procure eternal salvation, not the continuance of 
natural life, that He poured out His soul unto death. 

'^ ' All flesh is grass ; and all the goodHness thereof 
is as the flower of the field.* The voice of Grod now 
proclaims this truth in sounds louder than thunder. 
I feel it in my heart. *But the word of our God 
shall stand for ever.* And have not I the word of 
Grod for my encouragement, to pray for Charlotte in 
the hope of being heard ? * Trust in him at all timesj 
say the inspired oracles ; * pour ye out your hearts 
before him : God is a refuge for us.' 

"God is the father of the fatherless. My poor 
child is in a condition no better than fatherless. Her 
fond father cannot help her. He can procure no help 
for her. Nothing is left for him but to commit her 
to the compassions of Him, in whom the fatherless 
findeth mercy, and to solicit for her the help of the 
prayers of other Christians. 

" Paul himself hoped for much good from the help 
given him, by the prayers of other Christians. Many 
have joined in prayer for Charlotte. She was men- 

M 
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tioned amongst others, for whom the prayers of our 
congregation were desired. Surely there were some 
amongst these petitioners, whose prayers came up 
with acceptance before God in the name of Christ. 

'^ But my dependence is placed on the Great High 
Priest, ' who ever liveth to make intercession for us.* 
Many are my sins, and justly might God turn away 
Hi8 ear with indignation from the prayers which dis- 
tress extorts. But it is Christ that died for my sins, 
' yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for 
us.' 

" In the name of Christ I wiU pray, because I shall 

be heard. 'Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 

my name, I will do it for you, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son.' Lord, wilt thou not be 

glorified in Christ, in the salvation of my dear infant? 

Loud and triumphant will our songs of praise be, 

when we meet together in the regions of bliss. Her 

heaven will be mine too.** 

* * * * 

" July \6ih» — * To comfort those who are broken in 
spirit, is no less a Divine work than to raise the dead,' 
said Luther. I must therefore pray and look for the 
grace of the Spirit to enlighten my mind in those 
precious truths which are revealed to comfort the 
dejected spirit, and to apply them with irresistible 
efl&cacy to my heart. 

" I find myself often disposed to say, * I wiU go to 
the grave, mourning, to my daughter.' But if God 
would be pleased to give me the joys of His salvation, 
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and uphold me with His free Spirit, peace and glad- 
ness would fill my soul, and I would yet be fitted for 
those joyful exercises of religion which are so often re- 
quired in the Bible, so well becoming those who are 
redeemed by the Lord, so honourable to the Christian 
profession, and so necessary as expressions of thank- 
fulness to the God of our mercies. 

" * I will put my Spirit within you,* says God, * and 
ye shall walk in my statutes.' The spirit of conso- 
lation, as well as of sanctification, is necessary to 
enable us to walk in Grod's statutes. How can we 
live a life of thankful obedience, which the whole 
Christian life ought to be, unless we can rejoice in 
the goodness of the Lord 1 Can we pray for Divine 
blessings without a disposition to relish them 1 And 
this disposition is greatly obstructed by dejection of 
mind. With respect to many of them it is almost 
totally destroyed. 

" If I expect the comforts of the Spirit, I must be- 
ware of grieving Him by wrong conduct under afflic- 
tion, or by the neglect of those duties which a state 
of affliction requires, or of other duties from which 
affliction gives us no dispensation. 

" Death, I hope, when it comes, will be so much the 
less dreaded by me, that Charlotte and others whom 
I dearly loved, are already in another world. Death 
alone can join me again to their society, and others 
who deserve my love will not tarry long after me in 
this world. 

" From henceforth let me be more active in the 
discharge of all the duties of life, that my death, if 
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it should come suddenly, may not find me unpre- 
pared. Let me especially be more diligent in my 
endeavours to promote the salvation of others, since 
they may soon be removed beyond the possibility of 
receiving any benefit from me. Although I should 
receive the assurance of pardon for the neglect of 
the duties which I owe them, yet if they should 
perish through my neglect, pardoning mercy to me 
will not recall them from the grave, or furnish them 
with new opportunities to enjoy the means of salva- 
tion. 

" None of my resolutions will be kept — the good 
impressions made on my mind by mine affliction will 
soon be erased, unless the grace of God keep alive 
upon the imaginations of the thoughts of mine heart, 
a sense of my duty. May the God who has smitten 
me heal and strengthen me, and work in me all the 
good pleasure of His goodness ! And may I at last 
die the death of the righteous !" 



No. III. 

LETTER ON THE LOSS OF AN INFANT. 

To Mrs, a B. Bodgers} 

London, 1839. 
My SWEET Cousi N, — I have in vain tried to tell a 
a lie for your sake, and say, I condole with you. 

' Sekctiom from the Correspondence of R. E. H. Qreyson, Vol. i. 
p. 27. 
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' But it is impossible. How can I, with my deep 
convictions that your little floweret, and every other so 
fading, is but transplanted into the more congenial soil 
of paradise, and shall there bloom and be fragrant for 
ever ! How can I lament for one who has so cheaply 
become an " heir of immortality ?" who will never 
remember his native home of earth, nor the transient 
pang by which he was bom into heaven ! who will 
never even know that he had suffered, except by 
being told so ! Shall we lament that he has not 
shared our fatal privilege of an experience of guilt and 
sorrow 1 Is this so precious that we can wish him 
partaker of it ? My cousin, those who die in child- 
hood are to be envied and felicitated, not deplored ; 
so soon, so happily have they escaped all that v^e must 
wish never to have known. 

" Innocent souls thus set fo early free 
From ein, from sorrow, and mortality." 

Who can weep for them, as he thinks of the fearful 
hazards that all must run who have grown up to a 
personal acquaintance with sin and misery ? 

An ancient Greek historian tells us it was a 
custom among a people of Scythia to celebrate the 
birth of a child with the same mournful solemnities 
with which the rest of the world celebrate a funeral. 
So intensely dark, yet so true (apart from the Gospel) 
was the view they took of what awaits man in life ! 
The custom was fuUy justified, in my judgment, by a 
heathen view of things ; and, if it would be unseemly 
among ils, it is only because Christianity has brought 

M 2 
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" life and immortality to light/' and assures us that 
this world may become, for all of us, the vestibule of 
a better. 

" You are very philosophical,'' you will say ; " you 
talk very fine, but you do not feel as you talk.'* Ex- 
. cuse me, my dear, I talk just as I have always felt 
ever since I came to a knowledge of Christianity and 
human life ; and often — yes often — in the course of 
my own (and let the thought be consolation to you, 
for how do you know that your little one might not 
have tasted the same bitter experience ?) — often in 
the course of my life, as I have looked back, and seen 
how much of it has been blurred and wasted ; what 
perils I have run of spiritual shipwreck ; what clouds 
of doubt still often descend and envelop the soul ; 
what agonies of sorrow I have passed through, — often 
have I cried, with hands smiting each other, and a 
broken voice, "0 that I had been thus privileged 
early to depart !" But you cannot imagine a mother 
echoing such feelings in relation to her own child ! 
Can you not ? Come, let us see. 

There was once a mother kneeling by the bedside 
of the little one, whom she hourly expected to lose. 
With what eyes of passionate love had she watched 
every change in that beautiful face 1 How had her 
eyes pierced the heart of the physician, at his last 
visit, when they glared rather than asked the ques- 
tion whether there yet was hope 1 How had she 
wearied heaven with vows that if it would but grant — 
"Ah! "you say, "you can imagme all that without 
any difficulty at all." 
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Imagine this too. Overwearied with watching, 
she fell into a doze beside the couch of her infant, 
and she dreamt in a few moments (as we are wont to 
do) the seeming history of long years. She thought 
she heard a voice from heaven say to her, as to Heze- 
kiah, "I have seen thy tears, I have heard thy prayers ; 
he shall live ; and yourself shall have the roll of his 
history presented to you." " Ah," you say, " you can 
imagine all ikat too." 

And straightway she thought she saw her sweet child 
in the bloom of health, innocent and playful as her 
fond heart could wish. 

Yet a little while and she saw him in the flush of 
opening youth ; beautiful as ever, but beautiful as a 
young panther, from whose eyes wild flashes and fit- 
ful passion ever and anon gleamed ; and she thought 
how beautiful he looked, even in those moods, for she 
was a mother. But she also thought how many tears 
and sorrows may be needful to temper or quench 
those fires ! 

And she seemed to follow him through a rapid 
succession of scenes — now of troubled sunshine, now 
of deep gathering gloom. His sorrows were all of the 
common lot, but involved a sum of agony far greater 
than that which she would have felt from his early loss : 
yes, greater even to her, and how much greater to 
him ! She saw him more than once wrestling with 
pangs more agonizing than those which now threatened 
his infancy ; she saw him involved in error, and with 
difficulty extricating himself ; betrayed into youthful 
sins, and repenting with scalding tears ; she saw him 
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half ruined by transient prosperity, and scourged into 
tardy wisdom only by long adversity ; she saw him 
worn and haggard with care— his spirit crushed, and 
his early beauty all wan and blasted ; worse still, she 
saw him thrice stricken with that very shaft; which 
she had so dreaded to feel but once, and mourned to 
think that her prayers had prevailed to prevent her 
own sorrows only to multiply his ; worst of all, she 
saw him, as she thought, in a darkened chamber, 
kneeling beside a cof&n, in which youth and beauty 
slept their last sleep ; and, as it seemed, her own 
image stood beside him, and uttered unheeded love 
to a sorrow that "refused to be comforted ;" and, as 
she gazed on that face of stony despair, she seemed 
to hear a voice which said, ' If thou mlt have thy 
floweret of earth unfold on earth, thou must not 
wonder at bleak winters and inclement skies. I 
would have transplanted it to a more genial dime ; 
but thou wouldst not,' And with a cry of terror she 
awoke. 

She turned to the sleeping figure before her, and, 
sobbing, hoped it was sleeping its last sleep. She 
listened for his breathing — she heard none ; she 
lifted the taper to his lips — the flame wavered not ; he 
had indeed passed away while she dreamed that he 
lived ; and she rose from her knees and was com- 
forted. 

"Ah!" you will say, "these sorrows could never 
have been the lot of my sweet child l^ It is hard to 
set one's logic against a mother's love ; I can only 
remind you, my dear cousin, that it has been the lot 
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of thousands whose mothers, as their little ones 
crowed and laughed in their arms in childish happi- 
ness, would have sworn to the same impossibiUty. 
But for you — you know what they could only believe 
— that it is an impossibility. Nay, I might hint at 
yet profounder consolation ; if, indeed, there ever 
existed a mother who could fancy that in the case of 
her ovm child, it could ever be needed. Yet facts 
suflftciently show us, that what the dreaming mother 
saw, — errors retrieved, sins committed but repented 
of, and sorrows that taught wisdom, — are not always 
seen, and that children may, in spite of all, persist in 
exploring the path of evil — * deeper and deeper still !' 
With the shadow of uncertainty whether it may not 
be so with my child, is there no consolation in think- 
ing that even that shadow has passed away ? For 
aught we know, many and many a mother may here- 
after hear her lost darling say, — " Sweet mother, I 
was taken from you for a litUe while, only that I 
might abide with you for ever !" 

Remember Coleridge's "Epitaph on an Infant," 
and let it console you : — 

" Ere sin could blight or sorrow fade. 
Death came with friendly care. 
The opening bud to heaven convey'd, 
And bade it blossom there." 

Ever yours affectionately, 

H. E. xl. Gr. 
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IV. 



A mother's lament 

ON THE DEATH OF HER INFANT DAUGHTER. 
MONTGOMERY. 

I LOVED thee, daughter of my heart ! 

My child ! I loved thee dearly : 
And though we only met to part, 

How sweetly ! how severely ! 
Nor life nor death can sever 
My soul from thine for ever. 

Thy days, my little one, were few ; 

An angel's morning visit, 
That came and vanished with the dew ; 

*Twas here, 'tis gone, where is it ? 
Yet didst thou leave behind thee 
A clue for love to find thee. 

The eye, the lip, the cheek, the brow. 
The hands stretch'd forth in gladness. 

All life, joy, rapture, beauty now, 
Then dashed with infant sadness ; 

TiU brightening by transition 

Returned the fairy vision : 

Where are they now ? those smiles, those tears ? 
Thy mother's darling treaaiu^ ? 



A mother's lament. MONTGOMERY. 143 

She sees them still, and still she hears 

Thy tones of pain or pleasure, 
To her quick pulse revealing 
Unutterable feeling, 

Hush'd in a moment on her breast, 
Life at the well-spring drinking ; 

Then cradled on her lap to rest, 
In rosy slumber sinking. 

Thy dreams — ^no thought can guess them ; 

And mine — no tongue express them. 

For then this waking eye could see, 

In many a vain vagary. 
The things that never were to be 

In imaginations airy ; 
Fond hopes that mothers cherish, 
Like still-bom babes, to perish. 

Mine perish'd on thy early bier ; 

No, — changed to forms more glorious, 
They flourish in a higher sphere, 

aer time and death victorious ; 
Yet would these arms have chain'd thee, 
And long from Heaven detained thee. 

child ! my last, my youngest love. 

The crown of every other ! 
Though thou art bom in heaven above, 

I am thine only mother ; 
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Nor will affection let me 
Believe thou can'st forget me. 

Then, thou in heaven, and I on earth, 
May this one hope delight us — 

That thou wilt hail my second birth, 
When death shall reunite us. 

Where worlds no more can sever 

Parent and child for ever. 



No.V. 



THY LOST ONE. — M. HOWITT. 



We meet around the board, — ^thou art not there ; 

Over our household joys hath pass'd a gloom ; 
Beside the fire we see thy empty chair. 

And miss thy sweet voice in the silent room. 
What hopeless longings after thee arise ! 
Even for the touch of thy small hand I pine ; 

And for the sound of thy dear little feet. 
Alas ! tears dim my eyes. 
Meeting in every place some joy of thine, 

Or when fair children pass me on the street. 

Beauty was on thy cheek, and thou didst seem 
A privileged being, chartered from decay ; 

And thy free spirit, like a mountain stream 
That had no ebb, kept on its cheerful way ; 
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TlxT \ea^ -vit^ lEk*: ik»t iigirbTttg bmi^ 
Hat dcflk liie iHsn. tmi ssszia: ht tssS^il. 

And erKxirring ihiEi?. 
W«e a strong V/r w thee : tir fpim <hr€h 
Gkdlj in life, re;)orldiig in iis powos. 

Oh ! what ba§ desih to do with one like thee. 

Thou Tcwmg and Icrriag one, whose sod did ding 
Even as the rnr dings mno the tree. 

To those that lored thee I Hioa whose tens would 
spring. 
Dreading a shon day's absence ; didst thoa go 
Alone to the far worid unseen,* 

Solving each awfal untried mystery. 
The dread unknown to know ; 
To be where mortal trareller hath not been, 
Whence welcome tidings cannot come from thee ? 

My happy child — I murmur not that death 

Over thy yoimg and buoyant frame hath power. 
In yon bright land love never perisheth, 

Hope may not mock, nor grief the heart devour ; 
The beautiftd are round thee : thou dost keep 
Within the eternal presence ; and no more 

Ma/st death, or pain, or separation dread. 
Thy bright eyes cannot weep, 
Nor they with whom thou art thy loss dcploro ; 

For ye are of the living, not the dead. 

1 " The land that is far oflF."— Isaiah. 

N 
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Thou Dweller with th' unseen, who hast explored 
The immense unknown : thou, to whom death and 
heaven 
Are mysteries no more, whose soul is stored 
With knowledge for which man has vainly striven ; 
Beloved child, when shall I lie down 
With thee beneath fair trees that cannot fade ? 
When from the immortal rivers quench my thirst ? 
Life's journey speedeth on ; 
Yet for a little while we walk in shade ; 

By death the cloud is aU disperst, 
Then o*er the hills of heaven the eternal day doth 
burst. 
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